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PREFACE. 



T^HE young are now being more generally and better 
■■* educated than the youth of any previous generation* 
By this advanced education they are being qualified 
to receive, and stimulated to acquire, all kinds of know- 
ledge. Having been taught to read, the young will, in 
general, read something ; so if the Church does not give 
them good reading, the ungodly world will give them bad : 
the way to keep out the bad is to pre-occupy their minds 
with the pure and the good. If the Church does not 
enter the million-minds now open, and that are being 
opened by edijcation, and sow in them the wheat of the 
Gospel, the servants of the world's evil genius will enter 
them and sow them with the tares of vice and iniquity. 
First-class school books and novel and tale books are in 
cheap abundance, so that the young are not in want of 
either mental or sentimental food ; but, as far as my know- 
ledge extends, there is not a too plentiful and varied 
supply of suitable moral and evangelical book-food that 
the heart-hunger and life-guidance of the young require. 
To aid in meeting these obvious and most vital wants, 
from a number of discourses to the young I have selected 
those which compose this small volume, and hope that 
their readers will find in them a portion of meat in due 
season. I have not inculcated sectarianism, or any eccle- 
siastical theory, or any wild and heretical notions, to gain 
notoriety and sale for the book \ but I VvatN^ ^-axxNsssCS^^ ^'^- 
deavoured to make plain atvd m\ete'5Alvc\^ 'Ocve. %^ci$s. ^^ 
way of salvation by grace t\vTon^\v ia^^Oam o>x^ V-ox^s.^^^^^ 
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lO FOOTSTEPS ON LIFERS PATHWAY. 

se^s, or on the cold damp earth with only a stone for 
pillow, or in a warm comfortable bed, is brought to 
know, either by a dream or any other means, that he is 
watched over and guarded by the mighty angels of God, 
and that he is in God^s presence, and the object of His 
merciful care. Jacob was never watched over more 
attentively by his loving mother, than he was by the 
kind angels, on his first night from home at Beth-el. 

Children, it is an excellent thing to have good and 
kind parents, but they may be too kind, and pet and spoil 
you, as Jacobus mother spoilt him. She tempted, per- 
suaded, and helped him to rob from his father the 
birth-right blessings of Esau his brother; and it a 
mother inducing one brother to rob another is not 
spoiling a child, I have no idea of what child-spoiling 
can be. Jacob carried out the theft concocted by " his 
mother, and the mean, unbrotherly action so excited 
Esau^s hatred and anger, that he determined to kill 
Jacob, who had to run away from home to escape being 
murdered by his brother. Ah ! favouritism, partiality, 
dishonest selfishness, and unkind conduct in a family 
always lead to broils, and invariably destroy the love, 
unity, peace, comfort, and happiness of the family, and 
either set the children* in cruel contention with one 
another, or send them' flying in all directions from one 
another. What a grief it must have been for Rebekah 
to send her darling Jacob from, home, lest his brother 
should murder him ; and what a tearful, sorrowful part- 
ing must it have been I Spoilt children are sure to come 
to grief sooner or later, and the. parents .who spoil them 
come to grief with their children; as Rebekah here did 
with Jacob, and as Jacob afterwards ' did with Joseph, 
when he sorrowfully said, " Joseph is without doubt rent 
in pieces," and the poor old man " rent his clothes, and 
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put sackcloth upon his loins, and mourned for his son 
many days." 

It was a happy thing for Jacob that he had a pious 
father, and that he left home with his blessing. His 
father " blessed him ;" that was not Esau*s blessing, but 
the parting blessing which Isaac gave Jacob his son 
when he was on the point of going from home. And 
that blessing was realised and enjoyed by Jacob on the 
first night he slept from home, in a dream, in which he 

r 

saw the longest ladder that was ever seen in the world ; 
it was so long that it reached from earth to heaven, while 
glorious angels were ascending and descending on it, and 
the 'Lord 'Jehovah standing at the top. What was the 
use^of ' this dream ? The Lord graciously used it to 
assure Jacob that the blessings he had promised to his 
fathers Abraham and Isaac should be given tohim;afid 
the ""Lord also promised Jacob that He would be with lifm 
in all places'whither he went, and would safely bring*hiln 
back to the land of his birth, and to his home that he had 
left that day. Thus, by his father's blessing, Jacob 

• 

escaped the sad consequences of his mother's folly, and of 
his own unkindness and dishonesty towards his brother. 
A pious parent's blessing has saved many a child from 
innumerable evils, and secured to 'them the enjoyment 
of many • precious blessings throughout their lives. 
Happy is that child, who, on starting out from home 
on the perilous journey of life, is, by the prayers of pious 
parents, commended to the guidance and protection of 
Almighty God. And happy are those who, on the crisis 
of their going out into the world, kneel down in prayer, 
and commit the keeping of themselves to God, as to their 
ever-loving and faithful Creator; who, on their knees, 
with the Bible in their hands which their father or 
mother has given them, vow to God^ "TVvssvi. '^•aSx. 
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guide me with Thy counsel, and afterwards receive me 
to glory." 

As the Lord appeared to Jacob in a dream on his first 
night from home, and probably the most lonely and 
critical night in his life, so God has always appeared to 
His children in times of their greatest extremity and 
perplexity, to relieve and deliver them, and to open a way 
for their escape. God made known His way unto Jacob 
and His acts unto the children of Israel. He opened a 
high way for the Israelites through the Red Sea, and led 
them in a way which they knew not, in the wilderness, 
to the promised land. How many foolish people, to 
ascertain the course and events of their future lives, 
have consulted witches, and wizards, and astrologers. 
Away with such foolish and knavish guides, and trust 
your future life to the All-wise will and merciful direction 
of God ; and when the steps of life's ladder are enveloped 
in dark clouds, even then trust in the Lord and do good ; 
for the steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord. 
Children, if you do not wish to be miserable but happy 
in your future lives, then love and serve the Lord, for 
He has commanded me to " Say to the righteous that it 
shall be well with him, for they shall eat the fruit of 
their doings. Woe unto the wicked, it shall be ill with 
him, for the reward of his hands shall be given him." 

Now, children, I wish you to look particularly at 
Jacob's ladder, and let it teach you some important 
truths respecting your lives. 

First, look at this ladder and see an illustration of 
your two-fold nature. The one end of the ladder was on 
the earth, and the other reached unto heaven. So you 
are a ladder with the one end of your being on the earth 
and the other reaching up to heaven. You have a body 
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and a spirit, and your body connects you with earth, and 
your spirit with heaven. At Beth-el, there is Jacob lying 
on the ground, his body is asleep, but his soul is awake 
and sees the ladder and the fleet-footed angels going 
up and down it, and the Lord at the top of the ladder 
speaking to him words of cheerful promise. When we 
are not asleep our souls often travel where our bodies 
cannot. Many times as my body has walked along the 
road, my soul, by meditation or contemplation, has 
walked the streets of the new Jerusalem above. The 
reason why our souls can travel where our bodies cannot 
is, our bodies are related to earth, but our souls are re- 
lated to heaven ; our bodies are of the dust of the ground, 
but our souls are from God. He is the Father of spirits, 
and while our bodies eat and drink, work and sleep on 
the earth, our spirits can ascend to the heavenly world 
and hold delightful converse with angels, and saints, and 
with the blessed Father of lights. 

In the second place, look at this ladder and learn the 
two-fold life you should live. You have seen that the 
one end of the ladder was on the earth, the other in 
heaven, so you with your body and spirit should live a 
natural life and a spiritual life. If you only live an 
animal life, you are not a ladder standing erect and 
reaching to heaven, but a ladder lying on the ground, 
and as a ladder lying on the ground rots and perishes in 
the wet and dirt, so if you only live a fleshly life, both 
your body and soul will perish. But you would not 
wish to perish, but rather have everlasting life. Then 
go now upon your knees, and ask the Holy Ghost to lift 
your soul to heaven, and then you will happily find 
that while your body is- on the earth by its afiinities, 
sympathies, dependencies, toils, and suffer in^&^ '^^^i^ 'y^xSS. 
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will reach to heaven by its hopes, aspirations, friendships, 
fellowships with angels, and saints, through God your 
Father. If ye be risen with Christ, risen with Him from 
the death of sin to the life of heavenly holiness, and love, 
and righteousness, then seek those things which are 
above, where Christ sitteth at the right hand of the 
Father. ; 

~ > 
In the third place, look at this ladder, and let it teach 
you that a life of grace is gradual in its development. A 
ladder has staves by which you can step up from the 
bottom to the top, so Grace is a ladder by which you 
can step up from a low and degraded life to a noble and 
divine life. To change our figures for a moment, as the 
germ of corn shoots up to the full ripe ear, so you may rise 
up to the perfect love of God. As the child grows up to the 
man, so may you grow up to the stature of a perfect man 
in Christ Jesus. You cannot attain to the fulness of God 
and the heights of Christ^s love in a day. Every day of 
your life you may rise higher and higher in moral excel- 
lence, in holiness, in goodness, and in God-likeness. If 
you have not began to climb the ladder of grace to God 
and to heaven, then begin now. by repentance toward God 
and by faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ. If you do 
not take the first step it is evident you will never take 
the last step into heaven ; and-.if.you.do not take the first 
step to-day, then it is awfully possible and solemnly pro- 
bable that you never will take it ; then, oh ! then, what 
will become of your soul ? If you are on the ladder of 
grace, then go on, step up day by day, higher and higher, 
"let to-morrow find you further than to-day," keep 
stepping up, up, up, until you reach the goal of your 
being — the perfect unfolding, blossoming^ and fruition of 
your nature — ^go on to perfection, to perfect Christ-like- 
ness, and glorification in heaven. 
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Look at this ladder again, for the fourth time, and 
learn that a pious life is a difficult ascension. It is not 
easy to climb a long ladder, especially with a heavy bur- 
den on your back. The soul in its ascension to heaven 
is not burdened with sin, as that burden is thrown off 
before it steps on to the bottom stave of the ladder ; yet 
it is pressed with many burdens as it climbs to God. 
" Many are the afflictions of the righteous ; " " in the 
world ye shall have tribulation ; " " ye shall be hated 
of all men for My name sake ; " " take up his cross and 
follow Me ; " " through much tribulation we enter the 
kingdom ; " these, and many other similar Scriptural 
phrases, mean that the way to heaven is beset with 
difficulties. As soon as a soul starts up the ladder of 
grace, this wicked world begins to hoot, and frighten, and 
tries to pull him down. The bigoted Jews tried to stone 
Stephen down, but, instead of knocking him down, they 
knocked him right up into heaven. Diabolical Pagans 
and Papists, in various parts of the world, have lighted 
fires at the bottom of this ladder, and tried to bum 
the " men of grace " down, when they could not get them 
down by any other means ; but amidst the fierce scorching 
fires the martyrs have held fast to the ladder, and when 
their bodies have been dissolved by the consuming fires, 
their souls have gone up with the ascending flames to 
where the wicked cannot persecute or trouble, and where 
the weary for ever rest. Living a good life* itf* a 
bad world is not an easy thing. To go to our promised 
land through our enemies* country will tax all our courage, 
strength, and perseverance. No one can live a holy life 
in this unholy world with their eyes half open. None 
can carry a heavy cross on their backs along the rough, 
awkward, up-hill roads of this life without exerting 
all their strength. But as we ascend the ladder of ^^.ca 
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to our high destiny, to ^* the land of pure delight," and 
look down upon this sin-smitten world, condemned as it 
is to the destructive fires of the last day, we have every 
inducement to strive with all our might to escape the 
fiery woes of earth, and to go on to the life and glory of 
God's eternal paradise. 

Once more, I ask you to look at this ladder and learn 
that we sinners can only become good and holy and rise 
to God and heaven, through our Lord Jesus. Heaven 
and eai'th — God and man — are united by Jesus Christ. 
By His incarnation He brought God to earth, and united 
God to man ; and by His resurrection He took man to 
heaven, and united man to God for ever. Thus He 
became the Mediator, Reconciler, and only Advocate, 
between God and man. " No man cometh to the Father 
but by the Son," He said. Through Him, and Him 
alone, we have access to the Father in prayer. Through 
His righteousness we are justified and have peace with 
God. By the grace of His Holy Spirit we are made 
partakers of the divine nature. Children, there is no 
ladder but Jesus Christ that is long enough to reach 
to heaven. The Papists, with their manifold orders 
of priests, and the Pope at the head of them, with 
their confessional, absolution, masses, extreme unction ; 
with their multitudes of canonized saints, and the Virgin 
Mary at the head of them ; with all sorts of relics of old 
bones and old rags, and I don't know what else ; with all 
these things they have, according to their own con- 
fession, only made a ladder long enough to reach to 
purgatory ; but Jesus Himself is a ladder long enough to 
reach from earth to heaven ; for Christ said to the dying 
thief on the cross, "To-day shalt thou be with Me" not in 
purgatory, but in " paradise ;" and Stephen, when dying, saw 
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the Lord Jesus come, according to His promise (John xiv. 
I — 3), to take him to His Father^s house of many man- 
sions. As I don^t want to go to purgatory, but to heaven, 
I shall believe in Christ, and not in Popery. It is a sad, 
and, I fear, a fatal delusion, for I am sure it is not accord- 
ing to the Gospel, to expect to be saved by purgatorial 
fires, or any other means, except the precious all-cleans- 
ing blood of Jesus. By the free grace of God are we 
saved, and " not by works, lest any man should boast," 
that is, lest any man should praise himself for his salva- 
tion, and not God. Understand, too, that Protestant 
self-righteousness, or mere worldly morality, is not the 
ladder to heaven any more than Popish fictions ; but 
the righteousness, the pureyheartedness, and the life- 
holiness which are obtained by faith in Christ Jesus, these 
blessings- of grace, and these only, are the staves of the 
long ladder which reaches from earth to heaven. 




THE WORD-MIRROR. 

■' For if any be a hearer of the Word and not a doer, he is like unto 
man behoJdtng hii natural lace in a glasi; for he betioldeth himself, a 
gsethhia way, and straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was." 
13,14. 



I Y dear young friends, I should 
like to hear what you know 
about yourselves? Do you 
know that you are sinners? 
If not, you don't see and feel 
your need of God's pardoning 
mercy ; and if you do not get 
IS pardoned, it were better you had 
never been born. I should like you to 
get as much knowledge about everything 
that exists that you possibly can ; but I 
think that the knowledge of yourselves is . 
of as much importance to you as any other kind of know- 
ledge that you can acquire. There are persons in the 
world who are very knowing, but they do not know 
themselves. Before you are much older you will very 
likely meet with persons who will know more about birds, 
pigeons, and poultry ; or horses, oxen, sheep, and swine ; 
or turnips, potatoes, and such like things, than they 
know about themselves. I have met with persons who 
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knew more about kings and queens, that have long, 
long ago been in their graves, than they knew about 
themselves. I have not unfrequently met those who 
knew more about the lives and characters of their neigh- 
bours than they knew about their own lives and charac- 
ters. I have talked with persons who have known more 
about the sun, moon, and "starry heavens,'' "worlds 
on worlds," flying in their spheres, millions of miles 
from the earth, than they have known about the world 
of their own existence. And, to all appearance, one 
rather often meets with persons who know more about 
their faces than they know about their hearts. Well, 
this sort of knowing people have lived before your day, 
for an old preacher, two hundred years ago, said, " The 
greater part of mankind are no greater strangers than 
they are at home." Indeed, this class of persons lived 
more than eighteen hundred years ago, for our Lord said 
to one of them, " Why beholdest thou the mote that is in 
thy brother's eye, but considerest not the beam that is in 
thy own eye ? " I think it to be far wiser to look at and 
censure one's own big sins than to look at and censure 
the little sins of other folks. 

Beloved children, it is better to be a stranger anywhere 
than at home. It is not good for the soul to be without 
knowledge, especially self-knowledge. You will find four 
or five feet of self-knowledge to be as conducive to your 
well-being in life as millions of feet of foreign knowledge. 
But, perhaps, you are ready to ask me, " How is this 
knowledge to be obtained ? " I answer, by first pulling 
the " beam " out of your eye — the beam of your inordi- 
nate self-love, self-conceit, self-flattery — so that the eye 
of your mind may be free and clear to see yourself truly 
and honestly. And when you have cleared your mind's 
eye from blinding pride and prejudice, then look at and 
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examine yourself in the mirror of God's Word — this 
Word— 

" Tis truth, immutable, eternal truth, 
In 6gure emblematical expressed." 

When you stand before a looking-glass you can see 
your face in it, or as some would say reflected by it ; thus, 
by means of the glass you are able to see that part of 
yourself which you could not see without it. So the 
Bible will enable you to see that part of yourself called 
your heart, or soul, which you could not see without it. 
You look into the Bible and you read, " We have all . 
sinned, and come short of the glory of God ; " and " The 
heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately 
wicked." Here you are given to see what you have been 
and still are. You look again, and you read, " Blessed 
are the pure in heart, for they shall see God." This 
verse gives you to see what you shall be made by Divine 
grace. For why do you look at yourself in a glass ? Not 
merely to see your spots and untidiness, but rather for the 
purpose of removing them, and so to improve yourself. 
So God's Word gives you to see the uncleanness and 
wickedness of your heart, that you may be induced to 
pray, " Create in me a clean heart, O God ; and renew a 
right spirit within me." No decent person would look 
at himself in a glass, and see his face besmeared with dirt, 
but would go and wash it off, and make himself clean and 
decent. But a great many persons do not act in this 
common-sense way with regard to their hearts. They 
look into the Bible to-day, and they see their hearts to 
be vile, but they do not go to the fount of Divine grace 
and wash their sins away ; and when they look into the 
Bible the next day they see all that vileness in their 
hearts which they saw the day before, with the increased 
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sins of another day ; and thus they foolishly go on from, 
day to day, until their hearts are as black and as grim, as 
a sweep's face ; and then they would sooner read any 
book than the Bible, because they would sooner see any- 
thing than their own vile, foul hearts. 

The twelve tribes to whom James wrote the epistle, 
from which my text is taken, had heard the Word of God 
preached, but they did not do it ; so James compared 
them to a man beholding his face in a glass, and as soon 
as he had viewed himself, he turned round from the 
glass, and in a minute forgot what sort of a face he had. 
A man may as well not look into the glass if he does not 
take notice of himself, so as to put himself in a decent 
appearance ; so you may as well not hear the Gospel if 
you do not so hear it as to think upon your ways, and 
to turn your feet to the testimonies of the Lord. 

In reading Pollock's " Course of Time,*' I was struck 
with these lines : — 

" The Bible holds a mirror's place on earth, 
But few will read, or reading, see themselves." 

Are those words true ? If they are, why are so many 
persons so reluctant to read the Bible ? And why are 
those who read the Bible so indisposed to see themselves ? 
I know of no other reason than this ; their deceitful hearts 
like to be deceived by false views of themselves, and with 
frivolous flattery ; they don't like the truthful and honest 
sight the Bible gives them of their sinful hearts, and, 
therefore, will not read the Bible. And many of those 
who read the Bible can, and will, see anything in the 
Bible but their own depraved hearts. I have heard it 
said that certain persons cannot be better pleased than to 
be told that they are good looking, if they are as ugly as 
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sin. Let that be as it may, I am sure that a great many 
persons cannot be better pleased than to be told by their 
minister that they are good Christians, if they are as 
much unlike Christians as hatred is unlike love, as pride 
is unlike humility, and as falsehood is unlike truth. But 
you, young as you are, can easily see how very foolish it must 
be for people to deceive themselves, or to be deceived by 
others in matters of such great importance as the things 
which belong to their peace — their eternal well-being. 

Let me now tell you of three sorts of mirrors, or look- 
ing-glasses. There are the convex mirror, the concave 
mirror, and plain mirror. When you look into the con- 
vex mirror, your face appears to' be smaller than it really 
is. When you look into the concave, your face looks 
larger than it is. But when you look into the plain 
mirror your face appears in its natural size. 

Now, the Bible is a plain mirror; it gives all who 
view themselves in it a true and perfect sight of 
self. There are other books that will tell you that you 
are better or worse than you really are ; but the Word of 
the Lord will not deceive you — it will tell you the truth, 
and nothing but the truth. In Isaiah^s day, the Jewish 
people said to their prophets — their preachers — " Prophesy 
not unto us right things, speak 'unto us smooth things ; 
prophesy deceits : " — they wanted them to preach smooth 
lies, because they themselves were living lies — ^hypocrites. 
Hypocrites always hate the plain, rough truths of God's 
Word, and like nice smooth lies that will not hurt their 
false consciences. And we are told that men shall arise 
in these last days who shall speak lies in hypocrisy, and 
speak them so cunningly as to make them appear like 
truths, " so that if it were possible, they shall deceive the 
very elect. An old preacher bluntly, but truly says, that 
these smooth, lying preachers turn " the Gospel of Christ 
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into the gospel of man ; yea, into the gospel of the 
devil." But, my young friends, let no man, or class of 
men, deceive you with vain and false words, for because 
of false teaching, false preaching, and false living cometh 
the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience. 

Read this epistle carefully and see how honestly James 
points out to the twelve tribes the falseness of their re- 
ligious lives. They worshipped God, yet they made them- 
selves contemptible to God by despising God's poor in 
His own house. When they were assembled in the wor- 
ship of God, they blessed God ; but when they went out 
of Divine worship, and engaged in their business, they 
cursed one another^-they cursed " man," who is made 
after the likeness of God. Now, says James, that is not 
right; and let that man know who cannot bridle his 
tongue, that his religion is vain, good for nothing, not 
worth the having. They delighted in hearing the Word 
preached, but they did not practice scarcely one jot or 
tittle of the Word ; thus they were given to understand 
that they were deceiving themselves by thinking them- 
selves to be religious when they were only hearers of the 
Word and no doers of it. They professed the charity of 
the Lord Jesus, but they left the poor brethren half 
starved to death in their povery, while they rolled in 
luxury ; so that they were charitable only in profession, 
little or none in practice. They said that they had the 
faith of Abraham, but they did not prove that they had 
his faith by Abraham-like works ; therefore, James told 
them that their faith was dead and worthless. Oh ! it is 
very sad for people to deceive themselves with the pro- 
fession of religion without its possession and practice. 
Take care, children, you do not do that. There 
is nothing false in death and judgment, and you will 
want something more than a mere shabby profession of 
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religion to die in peace and to stand erect in the judg- 
ment of the last day. 

If a boy were to look into a glass to-day and see 
his face to be dirty, and instead of going and washing" 
it, he were to idly say, "I wish my face was clean, for 
it is not fit to be seen ; " that idle wish does not make 
his face clean ; so when he looks at it again to-morrow, 
he finds it as dirty, or dirtier than ever. So, if you 
read the Holy Scriptures or hear the Gospel to-day, 
and are given to see that your heart is vile, and if you 
idly say, " I wish my vile heart was pure and clean as it 
ought to be ; " that idle wish will not purify your 
heart ; if you do not go to Jesus^ open side, and wash 
your heart in His blood, when yon read or hear God^s 
Word to-morrow or next Sunday, you will see yourself 
to be as vile-hearted, yea, more vile-hearted than ever 
you were before. A mere do-nothing wish will never 
save your souls. You must go to Jesus by penitence, 
feith, and prayer, and be washed and cleansed from all 
your guilty stains with His precious blood. You will 
never feel pleased with yourself — because you will never 
feel right in yourself — until your whole soul is purified 
from all iniquity and made whiter than snow. 

Understand, children, that the conversion of your soul 
is a great work, that you cannot do for yourself, nor any 
one else, except the Lord Jesus. You may wash off the 
blots and streaks of dirt, which you see on your face 
when you look into the glass ; but if your face is de- 
formed or disfigured, you cannot alter them or turn them 
into beauties — God only can do that. So you may 
break off some very bad habits or practices and become, 
outwardly, not so wicked in some respects as you for- 
merly were ; but you cannot change your ugly heart and 
make it good and beautiful — that the Lord must do for 
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you. Then put yourself into His gracious hands and He 
will make you as good, right, and lovely, as sin has 
made you bad, wrong, and foul. 

I wish, in conclusion, to draw your attention to the 
great changes that are produced in the bodies and souls 
of men — in their bodies by time, disease, the care, and the 
wear-and-tear of life — in their souls by sin or grace. An 
old man looks at himself in a glass, he notices his 
hoary head and beard, and his faded and wrinkled face, 
in amazement he says to himself, " Is that me ? Well, 
I am nothing like what I was when I was a boy, or when 
I was a young man. I am scarcely anything like the 
same." 

If you were to get three cartes-de-visite of a per- 
son—one when he was a boy, another when he was 
a young man, and another now he is an old man — and if 
you did not know that they were the likenesses of the 
same person, it is very probable that you would not be 
able to tell that they were. I have a photograph which 
I had taken when I was a boy, and I am sure that if I 
did not know it was mine I should not believe that 
it was. 

Now, children, I wish you to notice that sin and 
grace produce as great changes in the souls of men 
as time, and care, and hard work produce in their bodies. 
Along the roadside, on a fine, sunshiny, spring morning, 
there is a little boy ; he runs and jumps about, and picks 
the primroses, and buttercups, and daisies, and looks so 
pleased. What a nice, happy little fellow he looks ! His 
nurse says that he is rather naughty sometimes. Sixty 
years have passed away, and you see an old, brazen-feced 
man, half drunk, crawling in rags along the street : he is 
the very picture of vice and misery. Who would think 
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that this old, villanous-looking rake was that pretty and 
happy little boy we saw picking posies in the spring sun- 
shine, sixty years ago ! But he is. What a change has sin 
wrought in him ! Now look at that venerable old man of 
God. Would you think that he is that boy you saw so 
rude and naughty-looking in the street, sixty years ago ? 
When a lad he was persuaded by his Sabbath School 
teacher to give his heart to God, and so, having lived a 
pious life for many years, he has lived to be a father in 
Israel, and is loved and respected by all who know him. 
So, children, you are changing every day ; yes, every hour. 
Have you taken notice whether you are changing for the 
better or for the worse? Is sin changing you into 
demons ? or is grace changing you into angels ? If you 
are being changed by sin, and if you die in your sins^ 
hereafter in perdition you will wonder and ask yourself, 
" Am I ? — ^miserable wretch as I am ! — ^am I the 
same person who was once a gay, sprightly boy, playing 
merrily with other children about the roads and fields of 
Ruyton ? Am I the same child as was taught to sing so 
jo)rfully in the Sunday School ? " As you remember 
your highly-favoured life, in deep sorrow will you ex- 
claim, " Alas, what has sin done for me ! Alas^ 
what has sin done for me ! '* But if you live and die in 
the grace of God ; when, in heaven, you view yourself 
in the mirror-sea of glass, with a crown of bright glory 
on your head, with the palm of victory in your hand, 
dressed in white robes, white as snow and as bright and 
shining as the sun at noon-day ; as you feel the throb of 
ecstatic bliss thrill through your soul, you will wonder 
and ask, "Am I the same person who, once as a 
boy, ran about the dirty roads on cold, wintry days, 
crying with vexation about one thing that I did not 
want, and for another thing I did want ? " But oh ! 
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how grateful will you feel, and how will you praise God 
for the grace by which He changed you from a sinner 
into a saint on earth, and from a saint on earth to a 
glorified saint in heaven ! 




THE GLORIOUS CROSS. 



" But God forbid thit 1 ihould glory, t 
Cfariit, by whom the world ii crucified u 
CiLidantii. 14. 



> HILDREN, the text gives you to see 

that the theme of my discourse to 

you at this time will be the cross. 

I cannot tell you how pleased I 

always feel to speak either to 

young or old people of the precious 

cross. If you will just look and see Jesus on 

His cross and be saved 1^ Him, you will be 

as delighted to hear of His cross as I shall be 

to speak of it. 

In order to aid you in remembering what 
I ah^l say to you, let me tell you that three questions 
will form the three parts of my discourse. These three 
questions relate to St. Paul and to ourselves, and they 
are — 

What was there in- the cross in which Paul could 
glory and in which we can glory ? Why did Paul pray 
to God, and why may we pray that we might not glory 
in anything save the cross ? What occasion had Paul, 
and what occasion have we to declare to men that we 
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will not glory in anything save the cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ ? 

You will try and remember those three questions, 
won't you ? I believe you will j and may God bless you 
in doing so. 

Our first question is, What was there in the cross in 
which Paul could glory and in which we can glory ? 

The cross was a Roman instrument of punishment 
and death. It was one of the most cruel ways of putting 
criminals to deatli that was ever invented by hard- 
hearted men. The cross was made of two pieces of wood 
fastened together cross-wise. The feet of the criminal 
were nailed to the upright piece, and his hands were 
either nailed to the cross-piece or fastened to it with 
cords. When the criminal was fastened to tlie cross it 
was reared up and the butt end was made fast in the 
ground, and the criminal was left to hang there until he 
died. He generally lingered in intense suffering for three 
days before he expired. No Roman citizen, whatever his 
crimes may have been, was ever crucified. It was con- 
sidered such an infemous punishment, that only slaves 
that were guilty of the worst crimes were put to death 
on the cross. 

Then the Apostle could not boast of the ignominious 
death of his Lord Christ ; neither can we ; especially 
when we consider Christ's perfect innocence, and that He 
suffered the most scandalous punishment unjustly. In 
the eye of the Roman law Jesus suffered death as the 
basest of criminals. The Jews accused Him of treason 
and blasphemy, but they utterly failed to prove either, 
or to prove Him guilty of any crime. Pilate, his judge, 
was warned by his wife not to have anything to do with 
that Just Person. And Pilate confessed to the accusers of 
Jesus that He could find no fault in Him, yet he con- 
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demned Jesus to be crucified, in mean complianee with 
the clamour of popular hatred — the hatred of sinful people 
against Jesus, the Holy Son of God. Paul could not, 
then, glory in his Lord^s false accusations, and unjust and 
degraded death. To have done so would been to have 
' rejoiced in the triumph of hatred over love, of falsehood 
over tjruth, and of wrong over right. No friend of Jesus 
could boast of such an infamous triumph. 

I will tell you what I think the Apostle saw 
in the cross in which he could, and we can glory ; 
he gloried, in the] vicarious love of Jesus. Paul saw 
his Lord on the cross not as the] victim of hatred and 
wrong outraging right, but he saw Him there giving 
Himself to suffer, the Just for the unjust, to bring us 
sinners to God. Perhaps you do not know what I mean 
by the vicarious love, and sufferings, and death of Christ. 
Well, I will relate to you art anecdote that will enable 
you to see that Jesus died for sinners, for you and for me 
— He died in our stead. At a village called Ragenbach, in 
Germany, one afternoon, a great number of people were 
assembled in the large room of the inn. There was only 
one door to the room, and that stood open. The village 
blacksmith — a pious, brave-hearted man — sat near the 
door. All at once a large dog came and stood right in 
the door- way. He was a great beast, with a frightful 
look. His eyes were bloodshot, and his great red tongue 
hung out of his mouth. As soon as the keeper of the 
inn saw him, he exclaimed, " Back, back ; the dog is 
mad ! " Then there was great confusion in the room. 
There was no way out but by the door in which the dog 
stood, and no one could pass him without being bitten. 
"Stand back, my friends," cried the brave smith, 
" till I seize the dog, then hurry out while I hold him : 
better for one to perish than for all." He seized the 
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"beast with an iron grasp, and dashed him on the floor. 
The dog bit furiously on every side ; his teeth tore the 
arms and thighs of the heroic smith, but he would not 
let go his hold. Unmindful of the great pain it caused, 
and the horrible death which he knew must follow, with 
the grasp of a giant he held down the snapping, biting, 
howling brute till all his friends had escaped in safety. 
Then he flung the half-strangled beast from him against 
the wall, left the room and locked the door. The dog 
was shot. But what was to become of the brave smith ? 
The friends whose lives he had saved stood round him 
weeping. "Be quiet, my friends," he said; "don't weep 
for me, IVe only done my duty. When I am dead think 
of me with love ; and now pray for me, that God will 
not let me suffer too long or too much. I know I shall 
become mad, but I will take care that no harm comes to 
you through me." Then he went to his shop. He took 
a strong chain ; one end of it he rivetted with his own 
hands round his body, the other end he fastened round 
the anvil so strongly that no earthly power could loose 
it. Then he looked round on his friends and said, "Now 
it's done ! You are all safe : I can't hurt you. Bring 
me food while I am well, and keep out of my reach when 
I am mad ; the reast I leave with God." Soon madness 
seized him, and in nine days he died. 

That good, pious blacksmith loved his friends and died 
for them : that was vicarious love. So Jesus loved both 
His friends and His foes, and died for both. The black- 
smith died for a room-full of people, but Jesus died for a 
world full of people. He tasted death for every man. 
We glory in the dying love of Jesus, for he died for our 
sins, and rose again for our justification. 

Again, children, we may glory in the miraculous love 
of the cross. In the Gospels we read of miracles that 
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attended Christ's death, and of many miracles He wrought 
before He died ; but to me the miracle of Christ's death 
for sinners, appears the crowning miracle in the redemp- 
tive work of Christ. When Christ hung on the cross 
there was darkness over all the land from the sixth to 
the ninth hour of the day. The veil of the temple was 
rent in twain from the top to the bottom ; and the earth 
did quake, and the rocks were rent. The Roman soldiers 
and many other persons who were about the cross, at die 
sight of these strange things were struck with fear and 
said, "Truly this was the Son of God." 

Dionysius, a great man in Athens, remarked, " Either 
the God of nature now suffers, or the frame of the world 
is about to be dissolved." He did not know that His 
Saviour was dying for his sins ; but Paul told him of it 
some time after, and he believed in Jesus, and became a 
Christian. 

I suppose the rents in the rocks are to be seen at the 
present day ; however, if they are not, they have been 
seen not so very long ago, for Flemming, in his work 
called " Christology," states that an unbeliever who was 
visiting the sacred places of Palestine, was shown the 
clefts of Mount Calvary. Examining them narrowly 
and critically, he turned in amazement to his fellow- 
travellers and said, " I have long been a student of nature, 
and I am sure that the rents and clefts in this rock were 
never done by nature, nor an ordinary earthquake. By 
such a concussion, the rock must have split according to 
its veins, and where it was weakest in the adhesion of parts, 
for this I have observed in other rocks when separated or 
broken after an earthquake, and reason tells me it must 
always be so. But it is quite otherwise here, for the rocks 
are split athwart and across the veins in a strange and 
preternatural manner ; and therefore I thank God that I 
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came hither to see the standing monument of miraculous 
power by which God gives evidence to this day of the 
divinity of Christ." But while the veiled sun and the 
midnight darkness which brooded over the earth in the day 
time, and the rent veil in the temple, and cleft rocks on 
Calvary, speak to our senses and to our reason, and tell 
us that there was more than a human or a natural power 
in Christ's death, the death itself speaks to our hearts, 
and tells our hearts, that the death of God's Son in the 
flesh was the grandest miracle of Divine love the world 
ever saw. 

Looking back into the writings of Moses, we see God, 
by Moses, working miracles, by which He subdued the 
hard heart of Pharaoh, and delivered the Israelites from 
his despotic and oppressive power ; but turning to the 
cross, we see God in the flesh, by His cross subduing sin 
and Satan, and delivering the human race from their 
deadly power. In life, we see Jesus healing multitudes 
of people of their various and dire diseases ; but on the 
cross, we see Jesus pouring out His blood to heal and 
cure the sinftil maladies that afflict mankind. And think 
of this, my dear young friends, think how the love of the 
cross renders all God's mercies, gifts, and blessings really 
and lastingly beneficial to us. What, if Christ had have 
healed all the people's bodily diseases, and have given 
them perfect health while they lived, and yet left their souls 
under the curse and guilt of th^ir sins, their bodies would 
soon have died and then their souls would have perished. 
And what, if God, in His kind providence, were to give 
our bodies food, and raiment, and health, and life, and 
yet leave our souls in their unpardoned sins, our bodies 
would soon die, and then our souls would be lost in eternal 
misery. And if God were to give our bodies all the 
blessings of His rich providence, but left our souls in tke. 
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curse of our sins, we could not enjoy them any more than 
a condemned criminal could enjoy his food in his dark 
cell, while he was waiting the day of his execution. And, 
my young friends, I wish you to see that the miracle of 
Christ^s cross, by which we are redeemed from sin, was 
harder to effect than all other miracles that were ever done. 
The miracles of Moses were done by a few words and the 
raising of his rod ; and the miracles which Jesus did 
before He died He did with a word or two, or a touch ; 
but it took Him many long hours of tears, of bloody 
sweat, and of heart-breaking groans, and these were only 
the outward expression of the intense sorrow and agony 
of His soul, to make an atonement for our sins. That 
God should assume human flesh, become a man, and die 
in the stead and for the sins of sinful men is the miracle 
of miracles. All other miracles which God has done for 
the good of mankind pale in the presence of the cross, for 
on the cross we see the heart of the God-Man breaking 
with love for sinners, and flooding our guilty world with 
saving grace and mercy. There is, then, vicarious and 
miraculous love in the cross of Christ, in which Paul 
could glory, and in which we can and do glory. 

Our second question is, Why did Paul pray ? and Why 
should we pray, that we might not glory in anything else 
but the cross ? 

Paul felt and saw himself to be under such entire obli- 
gation to the cross, that he desired to give it all the love 
and gratitude of his heart. He owed his justification, 
his regeneration, and sanctification to the cross; and 
to the cross he owed his hopes of the glorification of his 
body and soul at the resurrection of the dead, and of 
endless felicity in heaven. And we glory in the cross for 
the same reasons. 

But what did Paul mean by saying, " By whom the 
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world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world ? " He 
meant that the cross had separated him from the world. 
In effect he said, " Now I am saved by the cross of my 
Saviour ; I am dead to the world, and the world is dead 
to me. The world cares nothing for me, and I care 
nothing for the world. The world hates and contemns 
me for my love and adherence to the cross, and I hate 
and contemn the world for its opposition to the cross." 
If Paul had chosen to boast of the world, he could have 
boasted as much, or more than any man. He could have 
boasted of his lineage, for he was of the stock of Israel, 
of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of the Hebrews ; he, 
too, could have boasted of his religion, for he was cir- 
cumcised the eighth day according to the law, he was of 
the strictest sect of the Pharisees, and, as touching the 
righteousness of the law, he was blameless. But Paul 
could not, as a Christian, glory in these things ; yea, he 
counted them as " dung and dross " for the excellency 
of the knowledge of Christ Jesus His Lord. Paul saw 
himself to be a sinner for whom Christ died, and he had 
no hope of being saved by any other means save the cross 
of his blessed Lord, therefore he prayed, "God forbid 
that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ." 

Here are two persons ; both of them profess to be your 
friends. The one is your real friend ; but the other is 
only your friend in profession — in reality, he is your foe ; 
he hates you and is determined to ruin you, and he only 
professes to be your friend that he may have a better 
chance of effecting your ruin. A secret foe, or an enemy 
who disguises his enmity with fair professions of friend- 
ship, is more dangerous than an open enemy, because you, 
not being aware of his enmity, do not guard against 
him. Well, the true friend convinces you of the real 
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enmity of your professed friend, he shows you how cun- 
ningly he is scheming your destruction. You at once 
separate yourself from his company, rqect his felse friend- 
ship, and defeat his devilish efforts to ruin you. Now, 
would not the kindness done you by your real friend, by 
which he had saved your life, attach you more firmly to 
him, and induce you to speak well of him ? And would 
not the treacherous friendship of the other, by which he 
tried craftily to effect your ruin, lead you to speak ill 
of him ? I am sure it would. 

This is really the case with the believer. The eyes of his 
understanding being opened by the truth and Spirit of 
Christ, he sees that the world of pride and profenity was 
his real enemy, though it professed to be his friend ; and 
he sees that Jesus is his true friend, who has saved him 
from the love, and spirit, and ways of the world of sin, 
and, therefore, he hates and despises the world, and loves, 
and praises, and glorifies Jesus. 

Thus we find Jesus to be the friend of sinnei^s. He 
saves us from all the penalty and misery of our sins by 
the blood of His cross. And, as we have no pardon, no 
holiness, no peace with God, no hope of heaven, only 
throtigh the cross, we have the best of reasons why we 
should pray God to save us from being so ungrateful and 
so foolish as to glory in anything save the glorious cross 
and its great salvation. 

We shall now give a short answer to the third question, 
which is this. What occasion had Paul — and what occa- 
sion have we — to declare to our fellow Christians that 
we will not glory in anything save the cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

When Paul wrote our text, no subject of the great 
Roman Empire was allowed by the laws of the Empire 
to be a Christian. A man may profess to be a Jew, or a 



THE GLORIOUS CROSS. 37 

Pagan, but it was a very great crime to profess to be a 
Christian. Christians were persecuted and put to death 
by the magistrates of the Roman Empire. Many of the 
Galatians, if not all, were circumcised, and though they 
were Christians, they professed to be Jews, in order to 
avoid persecution, Paul, fearless hero as he was, looked 
upon this dodge as an act of cpwardly disloyalty to 
Christ. He tells them that he would not wear the cloak 
of the hypocrite to save his life. Let the consequence be 
whatever it may, he would appear in all places, and 
before all men, as the servant of Jesus who was cru- 
cified. Christ and the world were irreconcilable enemies, 
and he would never shrink from, or show any quarter to, 
the enemies of his Lord. He regarded the reproach of 
the cross as his true and highest honour. And he looked 
upon the favours and honours of a Christ-hating world 
as the reproach and disgrace of any Christian ; he there- 
fore protests to the Galatians that he would not, under 
any circumstances, act so mean, so cowardly, so unfaith- 
ful to Christ, as they had done, but he would brave the 
world to do its worst ; at the risk of his life, he would 
glory in nothing else, save the cross of his Lord 
Christ. 

Children, I am sorry to say that there is great need 
for us to protest, in. the present day, against the unfaith- 
fulness of professed Christians toward the cross of Christ. 
On the one hand we see the Papists and Ritualists setting 
up the wood of the cross, or rather some other wood made 
into crosses, and bowing down to the wood, and worship- 
ping that instead of worshipping the Saviour who died on 
the cross. 

I don^t think you have read of Imbert, of Gascony. He 
was a Roman Catholic, and though he was a prior, he 
was a good Christian. One Good Friday, he preached 
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at the ceremony of adoring the cross ; and he told the 
people not to adore the wood of the cross, but the Saviour 
who was crucified on it. The curate of the parish spoke 
up, and told the people that Imbert had told them wrong, 
that they were to adore the wood of the cross and not 
Christ. Imbert replied that he was not wrong, but right, 
and exhorted the people to adore Christ and not the wood. 
For this offence and false doctrine, Imbert was cited to 
appear before the Archbishop of Bordeaux, and the 
Bishop suspended him from all his offices, and even threat- 
ened him with chains and perpetual imprisonment. 

To adore wood that has been made into the shape of a 
cross is idolatry. From all wooden crosses, and all Roman 
idols, may the Lord deliver us. 

Then, on the other hand, we see some Protestant ministers 
setting aside the atonement of the cross, and preaching a 
different way of salvation from the cleansing blood of 
Christ. There is great need everywhere to-day of lifting 
up the standard of the cross, and crying, " Behold the 
Lamb of God which taketh away the sin of the world." 
O let every one present behold the Lamb of God on the 
cross ; behold Him until He takes away your sins, until 
he reconciles you to God ; behold Him until your heart 
overflows with His dying love, and until you can rejoice 
in His salvation. Behold Him dying for your sins, until 
your heart is inspired with the courage to declare to the 
Church and to the world, that you are resolved never 
again to glory in anything, save in the cross of your 
adorable Saviour. 
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A CHANGE OF RAIMENT. 

"I will clothe thee with change afr^ment." — Zech. II 



HAVE read of a young lady 
being spoilt by fine clothes. 
This young lady, in the illness, 
by which she died, was visited 
by a minister of the Gospel who 
spoke to her about death, judg- 
ment, and eternity. These were 
strange words to her, for she never had had 
anything said to her personally by anyone 
before on these subjects. She saw herself 
to be a lost sinner, not prepared to die, nor 
to g(f to judgment, nor to go into eternity. In her dpng 
hour she called for some of her fine clothes. When they 
were brought to her she looked up at her mother and said 
to her, " These have ruined me. You never told me I 
must die. You taught me that my errand into this world 
was to be gay and dressy, and to enjoy the vanities of life. 
What could you mean ? You knew I must die and go 
to judgment. You never told me to read the Bible or 
go to church, unless to make a display of some new 
finery. Mother, you have ruined me. Take them away 
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and keep them as a remembrance of your sin and my 
sad end." In a few minutes after she addressed these 
words of awfiil reproach to her mother she died. 

She came to a sad end. I hope none of you will come to 
such a shocking end. But you will be sure to do so if you, 
like that young lady, are wholly concerned about the 
dress of your body and careless about the dress of your 
soul. You must be born again. Your heart must be 
changed. You must be made a new creature — z, holy 
creature, for without holiness no one shall see the Lord in 
heaven. You will be sure not to walk with Christ in 
white in heaven, if your dirty, black raiment is not 
changed on earth. Are you convinced that you are a 
sinner ? Do you in sorrow cry, " I am vile ; I am an 
unclean thing ? " If you do, then the Holy Ghost, in 
much pity and mercy, draws near to you and says to 
you, " I will clothe thee with change of raiment." 

My young friends, the first truth I wish to show you 
is, that you need a change of raiment ; that you really 
need to be regenerated by the Spirit ol God. 

If you were to read the twenty-eighth chapter of 
Exodus, you would see that the garments of the Jewish 
priests were to be holy " for glory and for beauty." But 
in the verse before the text, we read that Joshua, who 
was the priest in the time of Zechariah, " was clothed 
with filthy garments." These "filthy garments" 
were not suitable to the dignity of his office, nor fit for 
him to do his holy duties in : to appear before the holy 
God with holy sacrifices for sin. Though we, children, 
are not called to be Jewish priests, yet we are called to 
be holy : " For God hath not called us unto uncleanness, 
but unto holiness." Christians are to be a holy people : 
holy in all manner of conversation ; and if any of you 
are seen walking about in " filthy garments " you are a 
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reproach to yourselves, and a scandal to the Church of 
Christ, and to this professedly Christian nation. Oh, I 
am afraid many of you need a change of raiment, for 
naughty, dirty words and ways must have made your 
soul's garments very unclean. 

We have seen that the priest's garments were to be 
" for glory and for beauty." But there was no glory or 
beauty in the " filthy garments " of Joshua ; he looked 
mean and shabby in them. If people could but see how 
badly they look in the dirty rags of sin, I am sure they 
would not wear them another hour. The " filthy gar- 
ments " of sin conceal all the original dignity and beauty 
of our nature. Our great dramatic poet says, — 

" What a piece of work is man I How noble in reason ! 
How infinite in faculties ! In form and moving how 
express and admirable ! In action how like an angel ! In 
apprehension how like a god ! " 

What a picture of man's dignity. But man is seldom 
seen in his nobility, generally he is seen in his ignobility. 
" If," as Leighton says, " we consider our original, and 
that God was the Author of the human kind, none of 
Adam's race can be called ignoble ; but if, on the other hand, 
we regard our woeful fell, which was the consequence of 
sin, we are all degenerate." " Degenerate " are we ? Ah, 
that is our state and character. Sin has marred our 
beauty ; sin has turned our glory into shame and ignominy. 
May the Lord bless you now, every one of you, with " a 
change of raiment," that your original beauty, and glory, 
and godliness may appear to the honour of God and to 
your happiness. 

Perhaps Joshua the priest had not a change of raiment ; 
that may be the reason why he was clothed in " filthy 
garments," and the reason why the Lord, in His goodness, 
offered to give him a change. Let that be as it may, you 
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have not a change of raiment for your soul, whatever 
you may have for your body. You cannot change your 
own heart, or make your bad life good, any more than 
the Ethiopian can change his black skin into a white one. 
As you cannot do that for yourself, the Lord, in His 
mercy, oflfers to do it for you. He says: "I will sprinkle 
clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean : from all 
your filthiness, and from all your idols will I cleanse 
you." 

If all the clothes a boy has on are dirty, then, before he 
can be clean, he must have a thorough change. Well, 
from the crown of your head to the soles of your feet you 
are defiled by sin, so that there is not a clean spot on 
you, nor a clean garment on your back. You must have 
an entire change if you are to be clean. Your thoughts, 
aflfections, desires, words, and actions are filthy rags ; so, 
if you are to become clean and tidy, you must be changed 
within and without : " old things must pass away, and 
all things must become new." If you are to become 
God^s children, you must be made as clean as you have 
been dirty ; as holy as you have been vile and wicked. 

When a person is clothed in " filthy garments," he 
cannot respect himself; he cannot feel satisfied and 
happy with himself. So, when your soul is clad with 
the dirty rags of sin, you are uneasy and uncomfortable 
with yourself. While your soul is defiled with sin, 
your own conscience will frown on you, and in its 
righteous anger it will accuse you of your guilt and 
condemn you for your wickedness. Conscience is like a 
clean, tidy woman, who cannot sit down contentedly 
in her house while everything about her is reeking 
with filth. You will never feel contented, and right, 
and pleased with yourself, so long as you are unrenewed 
and unholy. Pride is self-esteem in excess ; it is self- 
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idolatry ; it is thinking more highly of ourselves than we 
ought to think ; but self-esteem, self-satisfaction, arising 
from a conscious interest in the all-cleansing blood of 
Jesus, from our likeness to God, and a sense of His favour, 
are some of the chief elements in our Christian blessed- 
ness. 

Another thing, children : no creditable person likes to 
be disesteemed by others on account of their untidy, 
nasty, slovenly garb. The desire that we have for the 
respect of each other is a virtuous feeling of our nature . 
it is only vanity when we desire others to idolise us, to 
take more notice of us than we deserve, to flatter us, to 
show us mor^ honour than we are entitled to. If we 
would be respected we must appear respect- worthy. If 
we desire the respect of one another, how much more 
should we desire the respect and approval of God 
and of His holy angels and saints. But we can only 
have their respect by haying a change of raiment, by 
being made pure and holy. A filthy horse, or ox, or 
pig, is not so odious to us as a filthy human being ; 
and if a filthy body is so offensive to us, how much more 
offensive must a filthy soul be to the holy God ? You 
will never enjoy the smile of God's approval until you 
are washed and made pure and good. 

There are many persons suffering ill health, and their 
lives are very sad and miserable to them for the 
want of cleanliness. Let them throw off their long- 
worn "filthy garments," and be clothed with clean 
ones, and their health will become as good as it has been 
bad, as sweet as it has been bitter, as bright and cheerful 
as it has been mopish and melancholy. Beloved children, 
whom I love in the truth, I wish, above all things, that 
your souls might be in health, and be made very happy 
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through the washing of regeneration and the renewing 
of the Holy Ghost. 

There may be a boy here who may suppose that the 
garments he has on his soul are not so dirty as the gar- 
ments of some other boy he knows. But, my boy^ 
suppose you are mistaken ; for we are inclined to think 
ourselves better than so-and-so, if we are a great deal 
worse. When you compare yourself with some one else, 
and suppose yourself to be as good or better than that 
person, don't you forget that Jesus has said, " Except your 
righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the Scribes 
and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom 
of heaven." If you are no cleaner than persons who are 
as befouled with sin as yourself, you need a change 
of raiment — ^you need to be born again. 

Every one of you children wish to go to heaven when 
you die, but you cannot go in the " filthy garments " of 
sin, you must have a change of raiment to go to heaven 
in. Do you remember reading about Joseph being 
called out of prison to go to King Pharaoh to in- 
terpret his dream ? If you do, you will remember 
how he shaved himself and changed his raiment before 
he went into the presence of the king; he did not 
deem himself fit to go to the king in his prison clothes. 
So you who have been living in the prison-house of sin^ 
you must be washed, and made clean, and have a change 
of raiment, before you will be fit to die and go into the 
presence of the King of kings. If you could go to the 
doors of heaven in your "filthy garments" the angel 
porters would not admit you in, for they have orders 
not to let any one pass through those doors who is 
defiled, and they would be sure to obey their orders. And 
even if you could get into heaven without a change of 
raiment you would soon be detected and turned out ; the 



A CHANGE OF RAIMENT. 45 

Lord of heaven would command His servants to bind you 
hand and foot, and cast you into outer darkness, where 
there is weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

I hope that each one of you see yourself to be sinful ; see 
that you need a change of heart — need to be regenerated 
by the Holy Spirit. I hope you see that you cannot be 
happy, neither in this world nor the next, without being 
born again, and thus made holy. 

I wish to show you, in the second place, that it is most 
desirable for your raiment to be changed — for you to be 
regenerated by the Holy Spirit. 

All your best friends, children, all good men and angels 
who are interested in your welfare, who wish you well, 
who are concerned for your salvation and eternal life, 
they desire above all things that your souls should be 
converted, and that you should become the children of 
God. 

There is a boy; he has run about the dirty roads- and 
hedges until he has torn and worn his clothes out ; his 
father looks at him, and says to him, " My boy, your 
clothes look very ragged, and shabby, and dirty, I don't 
like to see you in them ; come, and you shall have a new 
suit." Those kind words bring many smiles into the 
son's face, and he is pretty pleased, and says, " Thank 
you, father." So, you who have been running about the 
dirty, muddy roads of sin until you are in a pretty nasty 
garb, and your heavenly Father looks at you, and He says, 
** My child, I do not like to see you in those * filthy garments,' 
you look so base and miserable ; come, I will give you a 
change." Do you not feel pleased with those kind words 
of your heavenly Father ? Will you not accept of a 
diange of raiment, and thank Him very lovingly for it ? 
I believe youVill. 

When you go to your tailor or clothier for clothes, you 
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perhaps tell him that you want them in such a £ashion, and 
you want them to look well, and to wear well. Well, 
the " raiment" with which God will clothe you when He 
makes you His child will be in the best fashion, and it 
will look well and wear well. But the fashion is not a 
Paris, or London, or any other earthly fashion, but a 
heavenly fashion, made after the pattern of the holy Son 
of God. And the fashion of heaven does not change 
every month, like many of the &shions of earth, it is 
always the same. The pilgrims, going to heaven to-day, 
wear the same sort of clothes as Enoch did when He 
walked with God thousands of years ago. Why are the 
saints' garments always the same? Because they are 
the very best that infinite wisdom and goodness can 
invent ; and, therefore, the inhabitants of heaven, and 
those who arc seeking heaven, do not wish any other. 
Let me tell you that the raiment which is in fashion in 
heaven with God, and angels, and saints, is out of 
fashion on the earth with worldly people — the proud, the 
heady, the high-minded, the boasters of evil things, the 
lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God ; so that 
those who wear the raiment of heaven on earth are not 
conformed to this world, but are transformed by the re- 
newing of their minds, and they happily prove what is 
that good, and acceptable, and perfect will of God. This 
" raiment," with which the Holy Spirit clothes you when* 
He regenerates you, is good-looking. Christ wore it, and 
He looked well in it, and so did John and Paul ; indeed, 
all that have ever worn it have been the excellent of the 
earth. The Divine Father who enrobes the sky in its 
azure blue, and clothes the earth with its living green, 
and who gives to the flowers and birds their various and 
beautifully-coloured dresses, will be sure to clothe His 
children with the best and most beautiful raiment that 
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creation or redemption can produce. No raiment can 
look better than the holiness of the Holy Spirit ; it has 
always been admired by all good people in earth and 
heaven. 

And this saintly "raiment" will wear as well as it 
looks. The Israelites wore their clothes forty years in the 
wilderness ; but this raiment will never wear out. The 
clothes on our bodies will soon wear out ; but the rai- 
ment of regeneration on our souls will wear longer 
than the sun, moon, and stars; for when those have 
waxed old, and have lost their brightness, this white 
raiment will exhibit all its beauties, and brightness, and 
glory. 

Let me show you another truth. In a dirty, untidy 
garb, you can mix up with — and associate with- — the baser 
sort of men. But you must be respectably clad if you 
are to find a welcome admission into the society of the 
worthy and good. So in the " filthy garments " of sin 
you can associate with low, and vulgar, and degraded 
men and women on the earth, and with devils and the 
wicked in hell ; but without a change of raiment you 
cannot obtain fellowship with the Father and with His 
Son Jesus Christ ; you cannot enjoy the comfort of the 
Holy Ghost ; and " the communion of saints " on earth, 
nor the society of God, angels, and saints in heaven. 
How desirable, then, that your raiment should be 
changed. 

Mark you, not to the proud, not to those who fear 
not God, not to those who have ears to hear but 
will not hear, does God say, "I will clothe thee with 
change of raiment;" but to those girls and boys who 
are sorry for their sins, who are humbly seeking the 
Lord in prayer, and crying for mercy. To you, dear 
children, who fear God, who hate sin, and are seek- 
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ing Jesus, to you is the word of this salvation sent 
Where sin has abounded in you, may grace much more 
abound. Amen. 




THE BEST ROBE. 

" And bring forth the best robe and put it on him. 



MINISTER, who was sitting for his 
portrait, was asked by the artist 
how he would like to be painted ? 
" Sitting among books," answered 
the minister. "Any book in par- 
ticular ? " inquired the artist. " The 
Bible," replied the minister. " Open 
at any part ? " asked the artist. To that 
question the minister said, " at the fifth 
chapter of Romans, and the first verse to be 
legible — 'Therefore being justified by faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. ' " It 
seems that the minister wished to be seen not only as a 
man, but also as a justified man; he, too, would be seen not 
only as a minister, but also as a minister of the Gospel 
of justification by faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. That 
is how I should like both you and myself to be seen. 

With too many now, the dress of their bodies is all they 
care for ; but in a short time our destiny will depend upon 
the dress of our souls. Children, it will be well for you and 
me in the last day, when the Lord shall turn and discern 
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between the righteous and the wicked, if we be clothed 
with the robe of His righteousness, because, seeing us 
in that robe, He will know us, and raise us to I£s 
throne. 

My subject is " the best robe." I know you will pay 
particular attention to what I shall say to you about 
this best robe, and I shall endeavour to reward your 
attention with what I now promise you : — (i) I shall 
show you what this best robe is, or of what it is made. (2) 
I shall tell you who made it and how He made it. (3) I 
shall point out some of its best qualities. (4) I shall tell 
you how much it cost and yet how freely you may have 
it. (s) In the last place I shall tell you how it is put on. 

If I am very short on these points I have promised to 
speak to you on, you must be all the more attentive. 
And if any of you have this best robe on, I hope you will 
be led to see more of its great value, and thus to esteem 
it more highly, and if any of you have not this best robe 
on, I hope you will have it put on before I have done 
speaking to you. 

I. The first thing I have to do is to tell you what this 
best robe is or of what it is made. I shall begin to do this 
by giving you a short quotation from Steir's Commentary 
on the words of the Lord Jesus. It is this, " The three 
gifts — the robe, ring, and shoes — which the father causes 
to be brought to the recovered and accepted son, have 
received, almost universally, the same interpretation, 
which is, therefore, assuredly the right one." That inter- 
pretation is, " the robe brought for the poor naked 
son corresponds to the primary justification." "The 
ring .... indicates the spirit of adoption, sonship, and 
freedom." " The shoes point to the grace and power of 
a new life and obedience, so absolutely needful in order 
to an entire restoration " of the son to his father and 
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family. From these remarks you can clearly see that 
the best robe is the symbol of justification. 

But you may be ready to ask what is justification ? I 
will answer your question. Justification is freedom from 
guilt and the possession of righteousness : thus to be 
justified is to be freed from guilt— the guilt of sin — and 
to be proved righteous. In the fourth chapter of the 
Epistle to the Romans we read that it is God " that justi- 
fieth the ungodly." So you see that God is the Justifier, 
and the ungodly are those to be justified. But how can 
God, being a just God, how can He justify the ungodly ? 
How can He make those innocent and righteous who are 
evidently guilty. You may be sure that He does not act 
unjustly when He justifies the ungodly. The Jewish 
judge was commanded to " justify the righteous and con- 
demn the wicked ; " that is, if a person were brought 
before him, and he were found innocent of the crime of 
which he was accused, the judge was to declare his inno- 
cence and acquit him ; but if a person were charged 
before the judge of the crime of which he was found to 
be guilty, the judge was to condemn him to be punished 
according to the law which related to the crime. The for- 
mer was legal justification ; but Gospel justification is dif- 
ferent. When God justifies the ungodly. He does not do it 
by proving that they are not ungodly, but by pardoning 
their ungodly deeds, or sins ; and by imputing to them 
the righteousness of Jesus Christ, so when their sins are 
blotted out, they are no longer guilty ; and when they are 
clothed with the righteousness of Jesus, they become righ- 
teous, or are made just, or are justified. David knew and 
enjoyed this justification, for he " describeth the blessedness 
of the man, unto whom God imputeth righteousness with- 
out works ; " and said, " blessed are they whose iniquities are 
forgiven, and whose sins are covered." To avoid a mistake 
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on this point, if you will read the fourth chapter of the 
Epistle to the Romans, you will learn that God does not 
justify all ungodly persons, only those who believe on 
Christ Jesus ; or, as the apostle says, "If we believe on 
Him that raised up Jesus our Lord from the dead, who 
was delivered for our offences, and raised for our justifi- 
cation." 

Some persons who have talked and written about jus- 
tification have said that pardon of sin, the non-imputa- 
tion of sin, and the imputation of righteousness are the 
same blessing — that they are words of the same meaning 
— that justification is nothing but the pardon of sin. The 
reason why persons talk so loosely on this important 
doctrine is, I think, because they have not examined it 
carefully. If James were to commit an offence against 
John, and John were to forgive him, John's forgiveness 
would not make James righteous, as if he had not com- 
mitted the offence. So if God were to forgive a sinner 
his sins, and not impute to him the righteousness of Jesus 
Christ, He would not justify or make the sinner righteous. 
Here is the returned prodigal in the house of His father ; 
the servants pull his old ragged clothes off, that is the 
pardon of his sins ; then they put on him the best robe, 
that is the imputed righteousness of Jesus Christ ; so, 
when a sinner's sins are forgiven, and the righteousness 
of Christ is imputed to him, he is justified — ^he has put on 
him the best robe. 

I may tell you that those persons who have held that 
pardon and imputed righteousness to be the same thing, 
have treated the imputed righteousness of Christ with 
ridicule. One asks, "What is the good of imputed 
warmth to a man shivering with cold ? — he wants 
real warmth." By that, and similar remarks, he means 
that the imputed righteousness of Jesus is a fiction. 



THE BEST ROBE. S3 

It may be a fiction to him, and to all who have a righteous- 
ness of their own ; but to Paul, to me, and to all who have 
no righteousness of their own, the righteousness of Jesus is a 
blessed reality, for Christ is really made unto us wisdom, 
righteousness, sanctification, and redemption. 

There has been much unprofitable dispute, as to whether 
we are justified by the active or passive righteousness of 
Jesus, that is, by what He did for us, or by what He 
suffered for us. In Romans iii. 24 — 26 we learn that we 
are justified by the " blood " of Christ, that is, by His 
sufferings. In Romans iv. 25, we read that Christ " was 
raised from the dead for our justification." Thus it 
appears that we are justified both by what Christ suffered 
for us and did for us : we are justified, not by a part, 
but by all His righteousness. 

At present, I have no more time to explain to you the 
nature of the best robe, or justification ; if each of you 
children will have it put on, and wear it, you will become 
more interested in it, and better acquainted with it every 
day of your life. I shall now pass on to fulfil the next 
part of my promise, and that is, 

2. To tell you who made the best robe, and how He 
made it. 

I imagine that you can guess from what I have already 
said, who it is that made this best robe. " It was Jesus," 
whispers a little boy. Yes ; Jesus — He is the Lord our 
righteousness. As St. Paul says, " As by the offence of 
one" — ^Adam — "judgment came upon all men to con- 
demnation ; even so, by the righteousness of one " — Christ 
— " the free gift came upon men to justification of life. 
For, as by one man's disobedience many were made sin- 
ners ; so, by the obedience of one, shall many be made 
righteous." 

The other part of this question is, How did Jesus 
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make the best robe of justification ? It was very diffi- 
cult for Him to make it. To make the robe He had to 
come down from heaven to earth, and unite Himself to 
a human body ; this is called His incarnation ; or, as 
John says, " the Word was made flesh ; " but He did not 
make this best robe by being made flesh only ; to make 
it He had to die on the cross ; He was in the form of God, 
and thought it no robbery to be equal with God ; but He 
made of Himself no reputation, but took upon Him the 
form of a servant, and being found in fashion as a man, 
He humbled Himself unto death, even the death of the 
cross. With the grace and truth of His Divine nature, 
and the suffering of His human nature. He wove this 
best robe, which not only covers the shame of our 
nakedness, but also gives to our souls a spotless and 
beauteous righteousness — the righteousness of eternal 
life. 

3. The next part of my promise is to point out some of 
the " best " qualities of this robe. 

Justification is one of the perfect blessings or parts of 
our salvation that we attain to in this life. We may grow 
in knowledge and grace ; we may increase in faith, hope, 
and charity; but we cannot become more perfect in justi- 
fication, because we are justified by " the righteousness of 
God." Our sins are all blotted out, and we are invested 
with the righteousness of Jesus, in which the keen eyes of 
the law can see no flaw or sin of which to accuse and 
condemn us. 

The best robe of justification gives an honourable and 
princely relation and character to those persons who wear 
it. When the Romans liberated a slave, they invested 
him with the robe of a freeman ; so when God liberates 
a sinner from the slavery of sin. He invests him with the 
robe of heavenly freedom. When the Romans adopted a 
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child, they put on him the robe of the family into which 
he was adopted, as a sign that he had become a member 
of the family : so when God adopts a sinful soul into His 
family, He commands His servants to put on him the 
royal robe of the royal family of heaven. And there is 
no robe like this — ^it is " of wrought gold"— every thread 
of it is made of the golden truth, and grace, and love, and 
righteousness of the glorious Son of God. Some robes 
adorn the body, but this adorns the soul ; and he who 
wears it is a Son of God, and a king and priest unto God 
and the Father. 

The best robe of justification, like the raiment of regen- 
eration, will wear well. Abraham, David, Paul, and thou- 
sands of others, put it on thousands of years ago, and 
they have it on to-day, and it is none the worse for the 
wear. There is not a stain on it, nor a hole in it, nor a 
spot on it, but it looks as clean, as fresh, as bright, as 
beautiful, as it did the first day they put it on. Put this 
best robe on, and you will never look shabby in it, but 
you will shine in immortal honour and glory. And you 
will find this robe to possess all the novelty and charm of 
a new one, for every time you will look at it throughout 
eternity, you will discover some fresh beauty and excel- 
lency in it to excite your admiration and gratitude. 

When God^s servants have put the best robe on you, 
the devils servants will never be able to pull it off you ; 
when you are once justified no one can condemn you. 
Think of that, dear children, and be encouraged to seek 
the righteousness which is by faith in our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

4. You will remember, I promised to tell you how 
much this robe cost, and yet how freely you may have it. 

The Son of God bought this best robe very dearly. 
To purchase it. He had to speak many words of gracious 



S6 FOOTSTEPS ON LIFE's PATHWAY. 

truth, to do many acts of mercy, to shed many tears, to 
heave many sighs and groans, to endure much weariness, 
hunger, and thirst, to suffer the most painful persecution, 
and the mo§t cruel death. He could not obtain for us 
the remission of our sins, and restoration to the righteous 
life of God with any other price than His own precious 
blood. O let us never forget that the Son of God did 
not redeem us from sin to righteousness with silver and 
gold, but with His own horrible death. 

Hearing that Christ gave so much for this best robe, 
you may begin to think that He cannot part with it without 
charging more for it than you can give. Well, you may, 
for what have you got to give Jesus for this robe? 
Nothing, but a deceitful and wicked heart, and multitudes 
of sins. But you cannot purchase this robe with your 
sins anymore than a felon in Shrewsbury gaol can purchase 
his liberty with his crimes. "Oh," you exclaim, "I have 
nothing else to give but my sins ; I fear I shall die in my 
sins and be lost." No you will not, if you wiH give up 
your sins. If you will give Jesus your sins. He will give 
you His righteousness, and with His righteousness you 
' will be justified from all things, by which you could not 
be by the law of Moses. You have read in the Gospels 
of the creditor who had two debtors ; one owed him five 
hundred pence and the other fifty, and when they had 
nothing to pay, he frankly forgave them both ; so will 
Christ frankly forgive you your sins, whether they be 
many or few, and will justify you freely with His grace. 

5. I have fulfilled each part of my promise, except the 
last. I shall now tell you when, how, and by whom this 
best robe is put on. 

As soon as the prodigal returned home, and was 
received by his father, he had the best robe put on him. 
So the very day, or hour, or minute, you turn to God 
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through Christ, and confess to Him your sins and implore 
His mercy, He will pardon and justify you. When He 
pardons your sins. He will also impute to you the righte- 
ousness of Christ and justify you. Dr. John Owen, one of 
the best authorities on this subject says, "The remission 
of sins, and the imputation of righteousness, accompany 
each other and constitute our justification." 

Many persons have spent much precious time in 
discussing whether God justifies or regenerates a sinner 
first. It seems to me that God justifies ^nd regenerates 
at the same time. Regeneration is the change of our 
hearts, and justification is the change of our character ; 
and I cannot believe God would change our characters 
without changing our hearts, nor change our hearts 
without changing our characters. We are received into 
the peace and favour of God when we are justified ; but 
He would not for a moment receive a vile-hearted sinner 
into His peace and favour : neither would He justify a 
polluted soul ; nor leave a pure and holy soul for one 
moment under the guilt and condemnation of sin. 
Therefore, it seems to me, that God justifies and regen- 
erates the penitent and believing sinner at the same 
time ; at the same time He receives him into His favour 
and family. 

Trapp, in his Commentary, gives a curious transaction 
between King Edmund and Canute. Edmund was King 
of the Saxons, and Canute was King of the Danes. "After 
many encounters and equal fights, at length they embraced 
a present agreement; which was, by parting England 
between them two, and confirmed by an oath and sacra- 
ment, putting on each other^s apparel and arms, as a 
ceremony to express the atonement of their minds, as if 
they had made transaction of their persons to each other. 
Canute became Edmund, and Edmund Canute. Even 

E 
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such an exchange is betwixt the pardoned sinner and 
Christ." The sinner is reconciled to God by Christ 
taking his sins and suffering for them, and by the sinner 
taking Christ's righteousness and obtaining all the advan- 
tages and blessedness of it ; for we are " reconciled to 
God through Christ," and God hath made Christ "to be 
sin for us," that we might be made the righteousness of 
God in Him who knew no sin. 

The ministers of the Gospel are the servants whom 
God employs to put this best robe upon returned prodi- 
gals. Peter put it on thousands of Jews, and Paul put 
it on thousands of Gentiles, Luther put it on thousands 
of Germans, and Whitefield put iton thousands of English- 
men and Americans ; they brought it forth in every 
sermon, and thousands gladly and thankfully received it^ 
and were saved. I have brought it forth this morning. 
Here it is, on whom shall I put it ? Behold, now is the 
accepted time ! Repent ye, and believe the Gospel now, 
for this is the day of salvation. Believe on the Lord 
Jesus now, and you shall go to your homes justified: you 
shall go home with the best robe on, and with this best 
robe on you will be ready to die, and prepared to meet 
God in judgment. 




THE SON'S RING. 

" And put a ring on his hBnd."^Luke i' 



^HEN our Lord spfJte the Parable 
of the Prodigal Son, rings were 
very much worn by the Jews and 
other peoples of the East. They 
wore rings as the insignia of their 
rank and office. Kings wore 
IS a part of their investiture, and as 
mbols of their power and authority. 
Ambassadors firom foreign nations wore 
rings as the credentials of their embassy. 
When a nobleman adopted a child, he put 
a ring upon the hand of the child, as a 
pledge and proof of his adoption, and to secure to the 
child the privileges and honours of his family. 

If a young Jew had been so foolish and wicked as to 
have wandered irom his home into a foreign country, 
and there, in vicious and profligate living, to have spent 
all the money his kind faUier had given him to start him 
well in the world, and had, by such a life, reduced himself 
to beggary and starvation, but had managed, with great 
difficulty, to crawl back home, " bM&-lwi\. my^ ^i«t^ 
i^ged," with only a few dirty tags on ^Vs\yaii:*.\ ■Mvft.''^ 
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his good father, whose heart he had pierced through and 
through with keen sorrow by his dissipated conduct, if 
he had forgiven him and received him into his family 
again, the son could not doubt his father's forgiveness 
and restoration to his love and friendship when the 
fether had clothed him with the best robe, and had put 
the family ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet, and 
ordered his servants to wait on him as his son, and to 
give him the best to eat and drink that they could find 
in or about the house. Whether any of you, like this 
young Jew, have wandered from your earthly home or 
not, you have all, like him, wandered from your heavenly 
Father, and by your life of sin you have beggared your- 
selves, and brought your souls to wretched destitution. 
But if you will return to your heavenly Father, He is 
willing to forgive you, and to give you a most loving 
reception and welcome back home, and to bestow upon 
you every mark and token of His Fatherly love and 
bounty. 

Do you know what is meant in our text by the ring ? 
It means three things : — " The spirit of adoption, sonship, 
and freedom." Are not these very great and precious 
blessings ? Would you not like to have this ring put on 
your hand ? Would you not like for God to adopt you, 
to make you His son, and bless you with heavenly free- 
dom? I believe you would. We will suppose that 
these words, " adoption, sonship, and freedom," to be 
engraven on this ring, and we shall make them the three 
parts of our discourse. 

I. If you were the restored son you would have the 

ring on your finger ; and if you were to turn up your 

hand and look at the ring, the first word you would see 

engraven upon it would be " adoption." " Adoption," 

you say, ^' What is adoption ? " I -will tell you. 
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There was a youth, whose name we shall call William. 
He had good and religious parents; they gave him a 
good education and religious training. But when he 
was somewhere in the teens of years he began to asso- 
ciate with gay and frivolous youths. His parents, with 
mingled kindness and sternness, reproved him for doihg 
so. They told him that those wild, wicked lads, he had 
taken to associate with, would be the ruin of him. 
William, like too many boys in their teens, took no heed 
of his parents' words. 

One night, as he was talking with his wild com- 
panions, one of them says, "Lads, Shrewsbury races 
are in the next month; let us go to them and enjoy 
ourselves for once." 

They all said they would go to the races, except 
William, and he dropped his head and looked rather 
perplexed. 

One of the company says to him, "Won^t you go. 
Will ? " 

He replies in a timid tone, "I don't know. I expect 
our old fellow will not be for letting me go." 

His rude companions had already so vitiated his mind 
and alienated his heart from his good parents, that he 
could speak of his father as " our old fellow." When a 
child begins to speak disrespectfully of his kind parents 
he begins to sink in the miry clay of the horrible pit of 
ruin. 

As soon as William had spoken, one of his sharp 
associates jeeringly said to him, " What odds about your 
old fellow ; he was young once himself." At this the 
others laughed, and William's scruples about his father 
were quite overcome. 

Shrewsbury races came, and "WVVVvacnv vc^ftai^B.^^ -awx?^ 
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from home and met his profligate companions at the 
appointed time and place to go to the races. 

William with his companions saw the horses run, 
and much better and wiser they were for the sight. 
During the day they drank rather freely, and were 
brought into vile, corrupting company. It was three 
o'clock the next morning when William returned home. 
He found his parents and all the family in their beds. 
Being half drunk, he did not care whether he went to 
bed or not, so he went and laid himself down in the 
building ; thus after his first day^s revelry, for the first time 
in his life, he had a bed of straw instead of a bed of nice, 
warm, soft feathers. About eleven o^clock he got up and 
went into the house, and his face looked as sour as if he 
had eaten half-a-peck of crabs ; and his eyes looked as 
red and as dull as if his head had been hanging all 
night, like a pot, in the smoke of the chimney. 

His sister looks at him and says, " You went off pretty 
slily yesterday morning ; but we heard that you had gone 
to the races." 

" What is that to you ? " he snappishly replies. 

His father presently comes into the house, and 
feeling grieved with William's bad conduct, he says to 
him, " What, is it you ? This work will never do, young 
man ! " 

Before the father could say any more William gruffly 
answers, " I don't care whether it will do or not. 
It seems to me that I have been at home long enough ; 
and if you will give me some money to go away with I 
will never trouble you any more." 

His kind mother gives him something to eat and 
drink, and his father expostulates with him ; but the 
more his father reasons with him the more insolent 
and obstinate h^ becomes. 
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William having eaten what he wanted, gets his clothes, 
and is soon ready to go. 

His father, seeing that he is determined to go, gives 
him some money, as he says, " to start him in the world." 
As he gives the money to him he remarks, " Ah ! my 
son, I am afraid you will repent of this." 

The son clutches hold of the money; pushes by his 
father, and, with a contemptuous sneer, says to him, 
^' Get out of my way, you old fool.'^ 

As he is bolting through the door, his mother runs 
and throws her arms around him, and, with tears run- 
ning down her face, she exclaims, " Oh ! my son, don't 
go. Oh, don't go and leave us !" 

He wrenches himself out of her arms, and away he goes 
into a far country. In this far country he soon gets 
into bad company ; his money is soon spent ; his health 
is soon blasted. Being sick he is carried to the infirmary. 
Here he gets better and is taken to the workhouse. 
When he had regained his health and strength, so that 
he was able to walk, he is allowed to go out of the work- 
house. He manages to beg his way back home. When 
he gets home he begs his father's forgiveness. His father 
forgives him and receives him as his own son without 
upbraiding him for his past prodigality. That is adoption. 
The prodigal son restored on his repentance and return 
home is adoption. So when sinners, who have ruined 
themselves by their sins, when they repent and pray to 
God to have mercy upon them. He does have mercy upon 
them and forgives them, and gives them His Holy Spirit 
to regenerate them and to make them His children. That 
is adoption into the family of God. 

If one of you young men had been so vicious as to 
have abused your father's love and goodness by quarrel- 
ling with him, and, if afterwards, by your immorality 
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and bad life, you had disgraced both yourself and your 
father, and if you now repented of such vile conduct, and 
were about to seek the forgiveness of your father, you 
could not expect him tq treat you the same as if you had 
never misbehaved yourself; the most that you could hope 
and desire would be to be received and treated by your 
father as a servant. So when we consider how we have 
sinned against God, how we have dishonoured Him and 
degraded ourselves, to be made His children and the 
heirs of His wealth, are favours of which we are utterly 
unworthy, and the most that we can hope is to be made 
His servants. The prodigal asked to be made a hired 
servant, but the father made him a son ; so God's 
fatherly love and mercy, in making us His sons, far 
exceeds all we can hope, ask, or think. 

But you may be wanting to ask, "Was not the prodigal 
as much the son of the father when he was living in 
wickedness from home, as he was before he left home, 
and after he returned home ? If he were, then how 
could the father adopt him when he returned home ? — ^for 
he always was his son ? Adoption, as we understand, is 
a man taking a child to be his son who before was not 
his son." That is an important question, and you must 
carefully consider my short answer. When the prodigal 
demanded of his father his portion of goods, and left 
home against his father's will, in a moral sense he then 
ceased to be a son to his father, though he retained his 
natural relation to his father; and though the father 
did not lose his fatherly love toward his disobedient and 
estranged son, yet the son lost all filial love toward his 
ever-loving father, and he was no more a son to the 
father than any other wild, wicked youth, and the father 
was as destitute of a son — as far as he was concerned— 
as if he had never had a son. Thus, when the prodigal 
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returned home he was adopted ; he was made a son 
because he had ceased to be a son. So, though God is 
the Father of all men because He created them, yet 
wicked men, who hate Him and disobey Him, are not His 
children. Wicked boys and girls are no more God's 
children — as far as love constitutes them His children — 
than Egyptian mummies are His children. Their hearts 
must be changed, and they must love God and be ready 
to obey Him in all things, before they can be said to be 
His children. 

II. Turn up your hand again, the next word you see 
engraven on the ring is " Sonship." 

" This my son," said the father to His servants. The 
son had confessed to his father that he was not worthy 
to be called his son ; but the father to his servants called 
him, " My son." What music and joy must those words 
have struck into the ears of a son who, by dissipated 
conduct, had lost all right and title to be called " my 
son." It T^^ould be an unspeakable condescension and 
mercy on the part of God, and honour conferred upon 
us, for Him to call us His servants ; but for the holy God 
to call us His sons, who by our vileness were unworthy 
of His notice, is a display of love which passeth know- 
ledge. And when God calls us His sons, all His servants 
— angels and men, and all things in heaven and on the 
earth — ^recognize us and wait upon us as His sons. So 
every child who has been made a child of God by the 
Spirit of adoption, is known, attended to, and served by 
all things throughout the universe as God's son. 

If you, my young friends, are the sons of God, it must 
be the highest joy of your hearts to know it. But how 
do you know that you are the sons of God ? "Ye have 
received the spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, 
Father. The Spirit itself beareth witness with our 
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spirits, that we are children of God." I have met with 
persons who seemed to be very proud of their rich re- 
lations, but I failed to see anything in them to be proud 
about. But the true Christian sustains the highest and 
noblest relation that any one can — ^he is the Son of God ; 
and though he is not proud of it, yet he is very grateful 
for being made a child of God. O the precious grace 
of God does not lower us in the scale of existence and 
moral excellency, but elevates and ennobles us. Beloved 
children, if born again, " now are we the sons of God, and 
it doth not yet appear what wa shall be ; but we know 
that when Christ who is our life shall appear, we shall 
appear with Him and like Him in glory, for we shall see 
Him as He is." 

III. Look at the ring on your hand again, and the last 
word you see engraven on it is " freedom." 

Many youths of ardent spirits, but of no experience, 
have had very foolish notions about freedom. They have 
thought that freedom was only to be enjoyed in a reckless, 
care-for-nothing life ; and they imagined that the re- 
straints of a virtuous, the bounds of a modest, the good 
behaviour of a loving and pious life, were unendurable 
bondage. But by a sad experience they have learned that 
a wicked life was the life of slaves, and that religious life 
was the life of blessed freedom. A life of sinful revelry 
away from God is iron galling bondage ; but a life of 
filial piety with God at home, in His Church, is a life of 
joyous freedom. Mark that, children. 

I will tell you of a wicked man who supposed himself 
to be free ; but while he supposed himself to be free, he 
was actually led captive by the devil at his cruel will to 
the gallows, and, of course, to the edge of a lower and 
worse place than the gallows. While he was in prison," 
waiting the hour of his execution, it pleased the Lord 
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graciously to work upon his heart. He was convinced 
of his sins, and sought and found the forgiveness of his 
sins. When he went upon the gallows, he shouted to 
the people who had come to witness him executed, 
" O He is a great Forgiver ! He is a great For- 
giver." The last words that he said were, ** Now hath 
perfect love cast out all fear. I know that God hath 
nothing to lay against me, for Jesus Christ hath paid all ; 
and those are free indeed whom the Son makes free." 
Crime had enslaved him, and brought him to a violent 
death, but the Lord Jesus had cancelled his guilt, removed 
his condemnation, and delivered his soul from the fear 
of death ; and though his body was bound with the iron 
chains of the law, yet his soul was freer than it had ever 
been before. Children, your souls will never be free 
from the fear and tyranny of sin until you believe in 
Jesus, and He gives you power to become the sons of 
God; then, and not till then, will you rejoice in the 
liberty of God's dear children. 

Who has the golden ring of adoption, sonship, and 
freedom ? Hold up your hand — have you got it on ? If 
you have, mind and be a good, prayerful, and loving child 
of God, and thus take care to keep it on, for if you lose 
it, you will lose your soul — ^you will lose heaven ! If 
you have not got this ring on, seek it at once. What 
will become of you if you do not get it put on ? I have 
heard of an English nobleman losing his life because He 
did not produce a ring his queen had given him. If you 
do not wear the ring that is worn by all God's children 
you will lose your lives. If you are not children of God, 
then you must be children of wrath. Oh, then, now 
flee from the wrath to come, and flee to God in prayer 
through Christ Jesus, and He will have mercy upon you, 
and abundantly pardon you, and adopt you into His 
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family ; then you will be His children and He will be 
your Father, and when the earthly house of your taber- 
nacle shall dissolve, God your Father will take you to be 
with Him, and His loving fcimily, in His great, splen- 
dent and happy home, which is eternal in the heavens. 




THE -SON'S SHOES. 



. shoes on his feet." — Luke xi 




I N our well-to-do country every- 
body wears shoes. If you were to 
see boys and girls in the street 
without any shoes, I know you 
would pity them. I one day 
saw several children without 
shoes on their feet; and I was 
very soriy for them. They were brothers 
and sisters; their father was a drunkard, 
and he spent his wages in the public-house, 
instead of taking it home to buy his poor 
little children food, and clothes, and shoes. Was he not 
a very cruel fether ? Ah, drunken fathers don't care 
much for their children. I should not like to be a drunk- 
ard's child. But I would sooner be a drunkard's child 
than a child of Satan's ; for I may be a drunkard's child, 
and yet be a child of God, Satan's children, like the 
drunkard's children, have no shoes on their feet. These 
poor miserable children are (most the pity) to be seen 
everywhere, with their naked, red, bleeding feet, going 
limping and hobbling along the dirty roads of wicked- 
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ness. The prodigal went from home with a pair of good 
shoes on his feet ; but he returned home ." bare foot." 
Dancing with bad girls, and running the hard stony 
roads of sin, he soon wore his good shoes out. Don't you 
know, children, that if you have any virtuous mind, any 
good desires, good principles, good character, that if you 
go into bad company you will soon lose them, and 
become graceless, abject wretches; so you had better shun 
bad company by getting into the good company of God's 
people, and by keeping in it. 

When you have worn your shoes past mending, of 
course you have to get a new pair, or your parents for 
you. If you have been living in sin till now, your heart 
and life are past mending, you must have a new heart, 
and then you will live a new life. Whatever apparent 
innocence you had when you were little children, is 
entirely gone — ^gone past mending. You are as bare- 
footed as the prodigal was when he returned home with- 
out a bit of shoe on his feet. How are you to get shoes ? 
You have no money to buy ; and you do not know how 
to make some; and if you did know you have no 
materials with which to make them. What are you to 
do ? You cry, "O, that I had shoes on my poor, wet, sore, 
cold feet." Your heavenly Father hears your mournful 
cry, and to His servant says, " Put shoes on his feet." 
Have you got them on ? Are you now a child of God ? 
Do you ask, "What sort of shoes are they ?" Don't you 
remember that Steir says, they are " the grace and power 
of a new life and obedience, so absolutely needful, in 
order to an entire restoration " to God your Father. 

If I were to ask you, " Why do you put shoes on your 

feet ? " You would be very likely to answer me, " To 

wear, to keep our feet dry, clean, and warm ; to prevent 

them from being hurt, and to ena\Ae u^ to 'w^JC\?l n^<& 
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rough roads with greater ease than we could without 
them." Very good. So shoes are conducive to the 
comfort and happiness of your bodies. 

In connection with that question let me ask you this^ 
" For what purpose does God give you grace — the grace 
by which you are born again, justified, and adopted into 
His family ? Is it not that you should be freed from 
sin, become servants to God, have your fruit unto holi- 
ness, and your end everlasting life ? " 

" Yes," you reply ; so we agree on that question. 

Shoes are for every-day wear. So is religion. You live 
more comfortably and happily in shoes than you could 
without them ; so you can live more comfortable and hap- 
pily with the grace of God than you can without it. An- 
other thing, if you were to live now-a-days without shoes, 
were you to go about the roads without shoes, go to the 
markets and fairs, come to God's house without shoes, 
you would not be considered a civilised being. So if 
you live in disobedience to God, you cannot be con- 
sidered a child of God — a Christian. The grace of obedi- 
ence to God is an essential principle of the life of God's 
children, and a necessary condition of their filial relation 
to Him. It is vain and delusive for any one to think 
that he was made a child of God by baptism, or by any 
other means, if he does not love and obey God. If God 
is your Father, and if you are led by the Spirit of adop- 
tion, that Spirit will lead you to obey your heavenly 
Father in all things, and to honour* Him by your implicit 
obedience to His will and word. 

If, by years of disobedient and profligate conduct, you 
had grieved the heart of your good father, and had nearly 
brought his grey hairs with sorrow to the grave, and if, 
on your repentance and intreaty, he had forgiven you 
and restored you to his fatherly \ov^ ^xA ioxXxsc^^^V'^r^ 
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would you now feel in your heart towards him ? Would 
you not feel humbled and shamed on account of the bad 
way in which you had treated your father ? Would you 
not feel very grateful to him for his great love and mercy 
towards you, in forgiving you, and in restoring you to 
his home and favour ? And would not your love and 
gratitude to your father induce you, in the future, to obey 
him, and to strive to please him more than you had ever 
offended and grieved him ? " Yes it would," you say. 
Well, if you have come to God as a broken-down sinner ; 
and if you have confessed your sins to Him, and He has 
forgiven your sins and made you His child, you must feel 
very grateful to Him, and you cannot but love Him with 
' all your heart for the great love with which He has loved 
you, and your love and gratitude to God must make you 
ready and willing to obey Him in all things ; you must 
feel far more desirous to please God in the future, than 
you felt careless about displeasing Him in the past by 
your disobedience. God is love, and His children are 
like their Father in love. Loving obedience is the heart, 
the life, and the law of their filial relation to God. 

The heart-love of the child of God makes him quick- 
tongued to ask, " Father, what wilt Thou have me to 
do ? " and it makes him nimble-footed to do the will of 
his Father ; and it makes him as long-suffering to suffer 
the will of his Father. Loving God as he does, he can- 
not deny, or contradict, or oppose His will in anything. 
His Father says to him, " Do this," and he does it ; or He 
says, " Do not that," and he carefully refrains from doing 
it : indeed no one could bribe or force him to do what his 
Father had told him not to do — he would sooner be 
thrown into a den of lions and torn to pieces ; or be 
cast into a furnace of fire and burnt to ashes than dis- 
honour and displease his Heavenly Father by sinning 
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against Him. His love will suffer all things, and endure 
all things, for the sake of his loving Father. When the 
bitter cup of sorrow and death is put into his hand, he 
kneels and prays, " O holy Father, if it be possible, take 
this cup out of my hand ; but not my will, but Thy will 
be done. I am willing to drink it — ^to drink up its very 
dregs — ^if it be Thy will — 

Lord God, Thy holy will be done. 
Thy holy will, howe'er it cross my own." 

The prodigal confessed to his father that he was not 
worthy to be called his son, and prayed to be made one 
of his hired servants. A sinner who by grace has 
been made a child of God, when he thinks how he 
has disgraced himself by his sins ; and when he looks at 
the great contrast between his own vileness and baseness, 
and God's honour, dignity, and glory, he feels deeply 
humbled, and led to confess, " I am not worthy, O God, 
to be Thy son ; indeed, I am not worthy to be one of 
Thy hired servants." The real child of God is not like 
Diotrophes, who would proudly have the pre-eminence 
in all things ; but he is like humble Paul who would be 
the servant of all. To obey God is the determination of 
his whole soul. If the will of man clashes with the will 
of God, let the consequence be whatever it may, he will 
obey God rather than man. Any one who duly 
appreciates the pardon and adoption God, in His love and 
mercy, has bestowed upon him, feels too grateful to Him 
ever wilfully to disobey Him again. If any one professes 
to be a child of God, and yet, knowingly and obstinately 
disobeys Him in anything, he is not a child of God, but 
a graceless hypocrite. The humble, loving heart of God's 
child will impel him to obey God in 2X\ >3j\v5\^^ — ^^^ ^<^ 
His will on earth as it is done by His c\v\\^tevY v[v\Ne»N^'c^. 
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But I do not mean to say that it is impossible for a 
child of God to do wrong in this world. If a person 
who had not worn shoes in his life were to put new shoes 
on his feet, he would find much diflSculty in walking in 
them at first — he would feel awkward and clumsy in 
them ; and in learning to walk in them he may tumble 
down several times ; they would for a time rub, pinch, 
hurt, blister, and make his feet very sore ; but the more 
he wore them, the more easy would they be on his feet, 
and the more active he would become in them, until in 
them he could run through a troop and leap over a 
wall. So when a sinner is converted and made a child 
of God, and has the shoes of obedience put on his feet, 
at first he feels rather awkward in them, he has a stumble 
and a fall now and then ; but in time he becomes as light 
and as safe-footed as the doe upon the mountains, — ^and 
can run in the way of God's commandments without 
any danger of breaking his neck with a foul fall. 
Practice makes perfect in obeying and serving God, 
the same as in everything else. I was about fourteen 
years of age when I began to love and obey God. 
During my youth I had many stumbles, slips, and falls ; 
but the Lord always ran to me when I fell, and helped 
me up, and wiped away my tears and washed away the 
dirt which stuck to me when I fell, and forgave my 
carelessness; but told me to be more careful for the 
future. I was more careful, and I found that the longer I 
wore the shoes of obedience to God, the better I could 
walk in them ; at places where I was used to stumble 
and fall, I got that I could walk by, or jump over with- 
out any difficulty. At first I found, to crucify the flesh, 
to contemn the world, to resist the devil, and to obey 
God in all things, was a hard task ; but by trying every 
day to do so, I found what v^as ?»o dSSioAx. ^x. ^x^t 
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became easier and easier by practice. If you are a child 
of God, it must be your desire to be holy and perfect as 
your Father who is in Heaven is holy and perfect ; but 
if at any time you should fall into any sin, for the 
want of being more circumspect and guarded, cry to the 
Lord, and He will help you up, pardon you, and give 
you grace to do better in the future. 

When you are made God^s child, to continue to be 
His child, you must do two things — ^you must watch and 
pray. I will show you what I mean by watching and 
praying. When you started from home this morning to 
come here to worship God, you had clean shoes on, and 
your mother, or elder sister, or nurse, told you to pick 
your way, and to keep out of the dirt. You saw clean 
places, and dirty places, and holes of water, on the 
road. To keep your shoes clean, you had to pass by the 
dirty places or jump over them, and walk in the cleanest 
places. So, if God^s grace has made yoUr feet clean, and 
if you are going to your Father^s house in heaven along 
the dirty roads of this world, you must take care to keep 
out of the dirt by picking your way. There is a public- 
house: if you wish to keep in God^s family, you must 
keep out of that nasty, dirty place. There are some 
yoimg folks breaking the Sabbath : if you wish to keep 
your feet clean, you must keep out of the puddle they 
are splashing in. To keep yourself a clean-footed child 
of God, you must not tell a lie, or do any wrong thing ; 
you must not walk in the counsel of the ungodly, nor 
stand in the way of sinners, nor sit in the seat of the 
scornful. And while you watch against all that is evil, 
you must as carefully watch to do that which is holy, 
just, and good. To keep yourself the child of God, you 
must walk in faith, in love, in teiivpeT2Liicfe/vcv ^^.n1%kcv.^^> 
in godliness, and in brotherly kindtvess, ^eem^ ^i^'^^'^ ^^'^ 
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have purified your soul in obeying the truth of the 
Gospel, see that you keep yourself pure by loving all 
God's children with a pure heart fervently. But you 
must pray as well as watch. You know that you cannot 
walk along a dirty road without dirting your feet a little, 
however careful you may be. You picked your way to 
chapel this morning, but you have dirtied your feet a 
little. Keep out of the dirt as carefully as you may to- 
day, you will want your shoes cleaned after you pull them 
off, before you put them on again. In like manner we 
may watch against temptation and sin, yet it is possible 
while we live in this sinful world, to get a little spotted 
and defiled by sin every day. The Jews were made 
unclean just by touching a dead body, or even by going 
into a house in which lay a dead body ; or by touching 
an unclean beast or any creeping thing. And when they 
had contracted the least 'defilement, they were required 
to wash their clothes and purify themselves for seven 
days, before they were allowed to assemble with the 
people in God's house to worship Him. We, in our 
daily life and business, are often brought into contact with 
unclean persons and unclean things, and we need our 
souls purifying as often as the Jews had to purify their 
bodies. Christ washed His disciples' feet ; and we want 
ours washed every day. Daily we need to pray — 

** Wash me, but not my feet alone. 
My hands, my head, my heart," 

In the midst of moral uncleanness and filth, only by 
constant watchfulness and prayer can you live as a clean, 
pure, and holy child of God. Watch and pray, for these 
are the two feet by which alone you can walk with God, 
and walk to God in heaven. 
My dear young friends, have you ^.tv:7 ^o^ oxv >jqvm: 
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feet ? I mean the shoes of obedience to God. If you 
have not, then I am sorry to have to tell you that you 
are not the children of God, but the children of the 
wicked one, whose wicked works you do. If your shoes — 
your shoemaker-made shoes — were worn out, and you 
wanted new ones, you would go to your father, and say 
to him, " Please, father, I want some new shoes, for these 
are worn out, and my feet are on the ground." Your 
father would kindly say to you, " You shall have some 
new ones at once, my child." Well, you have no shoes on 
your souVs feet, and I want to persuade you to go to 
your heavenly Father at once, and ask Him to give you 
the shoes of His grace, to keep your feet out of the wet 
and dirt of sin, and to enable you to tread the path of 
righteousness and holiness. There are no other shoes 
that will fit sinners, or indeed that they can put their 
feet in ; but the shoes made of the free and mighty grace 
of God. Some men have tried to push their feet into 
their father Adam's shoes — the shoes of original innocence 
which he wore in Paradise — but they have always failed 
to get their feet into them. They have talked about the 
natural goodness, virtue, dignity of human nature, but 
it was only talk, for they did not show any in their lives. 
They have argued about the innocency of children, but as 
the children have grown up, by their vile tempers, naughty 
words, and evil deeds, they have proved how innocent and 
harmless they were. Some men have put their feet into the 
Mount Sinai shoes — the shoes Moses made upon Mount 
Sinai — ^but they have found that they could not walk in 
them ; for whenever they have put them on and tried to 
walk in them, as soon as they have taken the first or 
second step, down they have fallen sprawling into the 
dirt of sin, and as they have lain there, suffer iu^?>e.v^"t^V^ 
from the effects of their fall, tViey Yv2iv^ \\i>L^^ \i:^ *Ccv€vt 
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heads, and dolefully said, " These Sinai shoes were very 
good to look at, but we find that we cannot walk to 
heaven in them, for as soon as we begin to step in them, 
sin revives in us, and down we fall the same as if we 
were struck dead." Another man started for heaven 
with only one shoe on, called morality. He said, 
very boastingly, that he could walk to heaven in that 
one shoe, and that he did not want the other shoe, 
called godliness, for his other foot ; that some foolish 
people were foolish enough to wear. However, as he 
went along the supposed road to heaven, with his one 
bare foot, he unawares trod on an old serpent ; in a rag6 
the serpent turned up his head, and with open mouth 
darted at his naked foot and gave it a savage bite ; from 
the serpent^s venomous bite, the same day, the man died, 
so he failed to reach his journey's end, and get to heaven 
in his one shoe. If you wish to have shoes that will 
carry you to heaven, then, believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and He will shoe you with the preparation of the 
Gospel ; and in these gracious shoes, you will be able to 
run without getting weary, and to walk without fainting; 
you will be able so to run as to obtain eternal life and 
glory. 
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"And bring hither Che Eict«d csilf, and kill it; and let U9nit,andbe 
meny," — Luke it, ly 



^HEN some of you were very little 
children, as soon as you could 
speak, your kind mothers taught 
you to say, " Our Father which 
art in heaven," so the idea and 
belief that God is your Father 
has been impressed upon your 
minds from your earliest days. And you 
will remember, that in the same prayer, you 
were taught to ask, " Give us this day our 
daily b-ead ; " by these words you were 
taught to feel your dependence upon God for the daily 
supply of your food, without which you could not live. 
And you have not prayed in vain; for, day by day, God 
has given you your bread, and your water has been sure; 
and He has given you many other good things beside 
bread and water ; can you then do better than continue 
to pray to Him for the daily supply of all your wants ? 
Those who seek the Lord shall not watvt lu-^ gicA, *L\a.^- 
As soon as the prodigal returned ^omeiVi^s. Safic\.« ■aS 
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once forgave him, and immediately supplied all his wants. 
He ordered his servants to put on him the best robe, a ring 
on his hand, shoes on his feet, and then they were to kill 
the fattest calf in the cote, and cook it, and put it on the 
table, that his nearly famished-to-death son may eat 
and be happy, and that all the family may eat and be 
happy with him. The calf is soon smoking -hot on 
the table. The family take their seats. The father 
stands at the head of the table and carves. He looks at 
his poor hungry son, and gives him the first plate. The 
son cannot restrain his painful hunger ; as soon as the 
meat is set before him he begins to eat, and burns his 
mouth and throat with the smoking-hot meat. Poor lad, 
it is very excusable, for he has not had anything so nice and 
good to eat since he left home. When he was in a far 
country, and was dying with hunger, no one gave him 
so much as a crumb to eat. People do not think 
about giving strange children anything to eat ; but some- 
thing to eat for the boys and girls is the chief care of 
father and mother at home. 

Young men and women, if you go from God, your 
heavenly Father, among carnal and worldly people, 
they will give you nothing to eat, and you will perish 
with hunger. As long as you have plenty to spend with 
them in riotous living, you will find fleshy worldlings 
jolly friends ; but when you have spent all, and you are 
reduced to want, no one will render you any help, nor 
care whether you live or die, are lost or saved. Look at 
this prodigal. Only a short time ago he was eating 
husks with the swine ; now he is eating the fatted calf 
with his father and family at home. What a change in 
diet ! Bad children eat husks with the pigs ; but good ones 
live on the best meat that can be cooked at home. Then 
it is far better to be good children \iv^.T\ "b^t^ oxvfe^* — \^ \t 
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not ? Which are you ? Have you been born again ? And 
are you children of God ? Are you at home, sitting at the 
table of your father, eating the fatted calf, or are you away 
from home among the swine, eating husks ? Among 
swine-like men, you may get some sensual garbage to 
eat ; but you cannot get anything that will satisfy the 
craving of your hungry soul. To you who are yet 
prodigals in want and misery, and vainly striving with 
earthly rubbish to fill your hungry soul — to you who are 
seeking happiness in those things which can only give 
you vexation of spirit — to you God in mercy says, 
" Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not 
bread ? and your labour for that which satisfieth not 1 
hearken diligently unto Me, and eat ye that which is good, 
and let your soul delight itself in fatness." 

I shall speak to you of the table of your heavenly 
Father, and of the abundance of good things He pro- 
vides for our use and enjoyment. David said in gratitude 
to the Lord, " Thou prepares t a table for me ; " and He 
has prepared one for you, or rather two— one for your 
body and another for your soul. 

I. — Let us look at the providence-table of our heavenly 
Father, and see how He provides for the bodies of His 
children. 

The table of providence is richly laden with things to 
eat, and things to drink, almost endless in number and 
variety. It would take a first-class natural philosopher 
a long time to specify and describe all the respective 
qualities, nutritions, and flavours of all those things God, 
in His infinite goodness, has provided for our use. We 
have not only fatted calves, but fatted animals of all sorts, 
from all lands and seas, with fruits and vegetables, and 
a great many sorts of beverages. And this table is 
decorated and beautified witVi ftovj^i^ ol ^n^vj V\\s. "^^^ 
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odour, giving to it a lively cheerfulness, and a delightful 
appearance and fragrance. 

If the earth is such a rich and splendid table, ought not 
all the children of the Father, who keeps such a table, to be 
very "merry" — ^happy? Yes, they ought. But if you 
look at all the people who daily sit at this table, and eat 
and drink of all the nice things that are on it, you will see 
many of them to be anything but happy. Well, if they 
are unhappy, they are not unhappy for the want of plenty 
of good things to eat and drink, no, but for the want of 
grace. 

Go into the house of a well-to-do and good father. He 
has a large family ; and he provides the best of everything 
for his children to eat and drink. But some of his 
children seem sad and sulky, and unhappy ; others look 
cheerful, and jump and run about, full of happy, singing 
life. What is the reason that all these children are not 
alike happy? — their father is good to them all. The 
reason why some of them are not happy is not in their 
father and his goodness; but in themselves and their 
naughtiness. Their peevishness and ill-temper ; their in- 
subordination toward their father ; their spite and ill-will 
toward their happy brothers and sisters, make them very 
unhappy in their happy home. While the happy children 
are good-tempered, and easy to be pleased, grateful and 
obedient toward their good father ; affectionate and gentle 
toward each other; patient and kind toward their 
tantalising and miserable brothers and sisters, and so they 
are happy in their happy home. 

This world is the house of God. He was both archi- 
tect and builder of it, and all the people who live, in the 
world are His children, for, said Paul to the Athenians, 
" We all also are His offspring." Now, God is good, 
and merciful, and loving to aW His cYvW^teo., iot "Ha \% 
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good to all, and His tender mercies are over all His 
works. 

But if you examine all the children living in the great 
house of this world, you do not see them all to be happy : 
some are happy and some are miserable. How is it then 
if God loves all, and is good to all, that all are not alike 
happy ? 

It is because some people are wicked that they are 
unhappy. They do not love their heavenly Father, and ' 
therefore cannot enjoy His love and goodness ; they in- 
dulge their own bad tempers, passions, and whims, and 
are therefore a torment to themselves ; they quarrel 
with, and injure one another ; they hate, envy, and 
despise their good brothers and sisters, and are grieved 
to see them so glad and joyful, and, therefore, despite of 
all the good things God gives them to eat and to drink, 
they are very miserable. 

Rest assured, children, that the best food to eat and 
the best clothes to wear, will not make you happy. To 
be happy, you must be truthful, and honest, and chaste, 
and sober ; you must be loving and obedient toward God, 
and you must be kind, and generous, and patient toward 
all men. 

Eook into another house. We will suppose the family 
to be seated at their dinner-table, on which there are a 
great many dishes of different sorts of meats. The father 
stands at the head of the table and carves for his family ; 
but he does not think it wise and proper to serve all his 
children alike. To one child he gives a plate of one sort 
of meat, and to another child he gives a plate of another 
sort. To some of the children he gives but one or two 
plates ; to others he gives three, or four, or more. 

Some of the children looked pleased ^xA ^^.\1\%^^^ -^>:^ 
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whatever their father is pleased to give them, but others 
look displeased and sulky. 

Two of the children on one side of the table cry, and 
the father kindly says to them, " What is the matter with 
you ? " 

They sob and mutter, " We don't like this meat you 
have given us ; we want some of that dish." 

The father says, " Now, my children, you know that 
the meat I have given you is better for you, it always 
agrees with you ; but that rich meat you want 
always makes you ill, as it did the other day; if it 
would suit you I would as soon give it you as that which 
I have given you." 

The children rub their eyes and pout, and the kind 
father, to stop their crying and to please them, gives 
them the meat they cry for, and the result is, a short 
time after dinner, they are both taken ill, and remain so 
for several weeks. 

Two or three children on the other side of the table 
are now crying for more meat. Their father has given 
them two or three plates each, yet they want more. 

The father turns to them and says, " And what is the 
matter with you ? " 

In a grumbling tone one answers, " We want another 
plate of that tart." 

" No," says the judicious father, " I shall not give you 
any more. You have had quite enough for you. If I 
knew it would do you good and not harm I would give 
you another or two plates in a minute." 

Another brother whiningly says to his father, "You 
have given Richard four plates, but you have only given 
us three." 

"I know," answers the father, "that I have given 
Richard four plates, but he has not \\aLd mMch more on 
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his four plates than you have had on your three. And, 
another thing, you know that you are more delicate than 
Richard, and cannot eat so many sorts of meat as he 
can." The father does not give these dissatisfied children 
another plate, and they, notwithstanding all he said to 
them, pout, and sulk, and are miserable all the day 
after. 

So it is with God and the people who live in this 
world. Some people are thankful to God and are happy 
with whatever He is pleased to give them to eat, or 
drink, or wear ; but others are unthankful and unhappy 
let Him give them whatever He may. 

To one person God gives several kinds of food, but he 
grumbles because He does not give him others. Another 
man is dissatisfied with what God has given him, and as 
God will not give him such-and-such things he steals ; 
he is detected, convicted, and imprisoned, and thus comes 
to shame and misery. Another man murmurs that he 
has not anything good enough to eat and drink; the 
Lord gives him richer victuals, and in a short time he is 
pulling a wry face with bile, or groaning with gout, or 
prostrate with apoplexy. 

To another man God gives plenty of many things, yet 
he greedily craves for more. He cannot enjoy what he 
has for longing for what he has not. He wants to be his 
own master. He vainly thinks that he knows better 
than His All-wise Father as to how much he ought to 
have of this, that, and other things. And because God 
will not put the knife and fork into his hands and let 
him carve for himself, he frets, and is discontented and 
miserable. The only way to be happy and to see good 
days is to love God and trust Him, and be thankful to 
Him for whatever He sees fit to give us, of whatever 
quality or quantity it may be. ^^.Nm^ ^oo^ -^sv^ 
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raiment, let us therewith be content ; and godliness with 
contentment is great gain. 

Now I have to invite you to- 
ll. — ^Look at the grace-table of our heavenly Father, 
and see how He has provided for the souls of Eds children. 
We all know, or rather have some idea of the abundance 
of good things that are spread out on the table of 
Providence ; we may be sure that the table of grace is not 
poorer than the table of Providence ; for if God provides 
so amply and richly for the wants of our mortal bodies 
whose life is only a span long, how much more amply and 
richly will He provide for the eternal life of our immortal 
souls. 

Were you to ask me if I could tell you all the good 
things that are on the table of grace, I should have to 
confess that I could not ; neither could any living man 
tell you, for eye has not seen or ear heard, or has 
it entered into the mind of man to conceive the good 
things God has prepared for those who love Him. On 
this table there are the Paschal Lamb — the Lamb of God — 
the bread of life, the water of life, the cup of salvation, 
full of the pure red wine made of the grapes which grew 
upon (Jesus) the true and living Vine. There are 
righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. To be 
short, there is everything on this table that your soul can 
desire to make it wise, and good, and holy, and satisfied, 
and happy for ever. 

I have said that no one could tell you all the good 
things that are on the table of grace for your souls ; 
the reason is, the top of this table is in heaven, and we 
shall never know and enjoy all its rich blessings until 
we go to heaven. 
A woman of Canaan said to our Lord, " The dogs eat 
of the crumbs which fall from theix Tn^L^tei^^ \3\>\^*,'*^ ^ 
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we, in this lower world, in our religious enjoyments, seem 
only to be like the dogs under our Father's table, eating 
the crumbs which fall from the fingers of saints and 
angels as they sit feasting at the table above. But if we 
have only the crumbs which they let drop, they are very 
good, and they make us very happy. And if a few 
broken morsels of grace are so good and make us so 
happy under the table, what a rich and glorious feast 
shall we have when we sit at the table above and feast 
with all the blessed family of God. 

You have read about " milk for babes," and " strong 
meat for those who are of full age." Little children are 
not able to sit at the table with men and women, neither 
would the " strong meat," eaten by grown-up people, be 
suitable for them ; they have to be fed by their parents or 
nurses with more tender food. So, while we are in this 
world, we are but babes compared with those who are in 
heaven, who are of " full age ; " and we are but babes 
compared with what we shall be a thousand years to 
come. Well, being so young (for the oldest person here 
is only a few years old, and what are a few years to 
eternity ?), we are not able to sit at the table of our 
Father with His elder children, and to eat the " strong 
meat" they do; we have to be fed by our spiritual 
parents or nurses with the " milk of the Word ; " but 
when we come to a " full age " our Father will call us 
up to heaven, then we shall sit down at the table of His 
glorious grace, with all His full-grown family shall we 
sit and regale our souls for ever on angels^ food. 

In conclusion, let me tell you, dear children, that the 
good things of God^s providence, without the precious 
things of His grace, will not make you happy. If your 
body is fed ever so well, yet if your soul is pained axvd 
worried with hunger, you cannot VvA^ \>€v5\^ Tov^^x-ji^'^. 
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Why are you so foolish as to perish with hunger when you 
have a good Father and a plentiful home to come to ? 
How many hired servants of your Father have bread 
enough and to spare, and you, who might be His chil- 
dren, perish with hunger in a fer country ? 

Arise ! Now arise and come to your Father and con- 
fess your sins to Him, and He will forgive you ; He will 
take you into His home, and give you a place at His 
table with all His children, and you shall be abundantly 
and for ever satisfied with the fatness of His house. 
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■'Which hope we 1 


bave aj-an anchor of che soul, both sure and itead&ir, 


idwhichenterethin 


10 thit wUhin the mL"— Hebrew. r(. ig. 




1 F you were standing by the sea- 
side and saw a vessel being 
driven by a. tremendous gale 
towards the shore, and if you 
knew that the vessel had no 
anchor, you would feel alarmed, 
and be excited to exclaim, " It 
t land; it will be wrecked and lost, as 
many vessels have been on this rocky 
coast," So, if you were in the future world, 
■ the people of this world being 
driven along towards its shores by the irresistible winds 
of time and the irresistible waves of the sea of human 
mortality; and if you knew that they had not in their souls 
the anchor of Gospel hope, you could not help exclaiming, 
" They are sure to be lost, as all ever have been that have 
come to the shores of this world without that hope." It 
is to be feared that many people are going through this 
short world to the future never-ending wovld, -wWarmS, 
God and without hope. They aie siate Xa \«, -wv-OnssiS. 
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hope, if they are without God ; for the God of love and 
grace is the God of hope. Oh, it is a dreadful thing to 
live in this world without the hope of a better world 
to come. 

Those persons who are not now living in the enjojrment 
of God^s peace and favour have no real satisfactory soul- 
good, and they have no sure and certain hope of enjoying 
any good thing at any period of their future existence. 
It is true that some persons who are not reconciled to 
God, but are living in enmity against Him, may have a 
hope of heaven, but it is a false one ; and a false hope is 
worse than no hope at all, " for their hope shall be as the 
giving up of the Ghost." When they leave this world 
to go into the next they will suffer a double death : their 
lives and their hopes will expire together. 

But if we have repented of our sins and believed on 
the Lord Jesus Christ with our hearts unto righteousness, 
we have laid hold of the hope set before us in the Gospel, 
which hope we have as an anchor of our souls, both sure 
and steadfast — our hope of heaven is both sure and 
steadfast — because it is fastened to the promise of 
God, a promise which He has made sure and steadfast by 
His immutable oath. God made a covenant with 
Abraham, in which He promised to give him, or rather 
his posterity, the land of Canaan for an inheritance; and 
this promise He confirmed with an oath, as the apostle 
says, ** Because He could swear by no greater. He sware 
by Himself." 

Now, before Abraham or the Israelites were settled in 
Canaan, they were the heirs of the promise — the promise 
of Canaan to be their land and inheritance, — and this 
promise afforded them, while they were wandering about 
wJth no settled abode, strong consolation — the fulfilment 
of God^s promise J for which tVvey \\op^^^ ^.^ot^^^ \5aa\SL 
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the Strong consolation. That covenant which God made 
with Abraham was a type of the covenant of Redemp- 
tion and Grace which he made with Christ. In this 
covenant God promised to give Christ, and all who should 
believe in Him and become like Him in holiness and 
love, the better country, which i§ the heavenly country. 
Now we who have believed in Jesus have been saved 
from sin by His grace, and have become " the heirs of 
the promise" of this heavenly country. We are not in 
heaven ; but we have a sure and certain hope of heaven, 
because our hope of heaven rests on the sure and certain 
promise of God. And the certainty of our hope of 
heaven also arises from the fact that Jesus is already in 
lieaven. By faith we see Jesus — whom the apostle calls 
" the Forerunner" — ** within the veil," that is, in heaven. 
He has gone before, and has taken possession of heaven 
for a possession and an inheritance for Himself and His 
people. So sure as Jesus is in heaven, so sure shall all 
who believe in Him, ere long, possess the good land with 
Him ; hence His loving prayer before He left earth and 
ascended to heaven: "Father, I will that they also, whom 
Thou hast given Me, be with Me where I am ; that 
they may behold My glory, which Thou hast given Me : 
for Thou lovedst Me before the foundation of the world." 
Christ in heaven, and Christ in our hearts is our hope 
of glory ; and as the anchor holds the vessel to the land 
to which it is attached, so Christ, our hope, holds our 
souls to heaven, as our promised inheritance. And 
though on earth we are strangers and pilgrims, and have 
no certain dwelling-place, no abiding city, and are hated 
and persecuted, tempted and afflicted, yet ,we are not 
comfortless and miserable, for our hope of heaven affords 
us strong consolation : consolation ?>ttoiv^<&t \\vauxv -si^ "^^ 
trying and troublesome circuinstaiices oi X}cvvs» \\i^. 
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You — who are young in years and are wishful to 
become acquainted with the nature of the true Christian 
hope of heaven — you must understand that our hope of 
heaven does not consist in some vague idea of God^s 
mercy ; , that is, that somehow, and somewhere, and at 
some time, God in His mercy will take us to heaven ; but 
it consists in the mercy of God in Christ Jesus, sought by 
us in penitential prayer, and experienced and realised by 
us in the remission of our sins. Our hope of heaven con- 
sists not only in what Christ has done for us — done for 
us on the cross, in making atonement for our sins by His 
precious blood — but it also consists in the work of grace^ 
wrought within us, in our hearts by His Holy Spirit. 
Our hope of heaven arises not so much from a general 
apprehension of God^s love, as it does from a particular 
realisation of God^s love shed abroad in our hearts by 
the Holy Ghost, who is given unto us. A heart-felt 
sense of God's love in the salvation of our souls from 
sin affords us blessed and sweet consolation in all the 
sorrows and troubles of life ; and it affords us a sure and 
steadfast hope of heaven. ** Therefore, we are always 
confident, knowing that whilst we are at home in the 
body we are absent from the Lord ; we are confident, I 
say, and willing rather to be absent from the body and to 
be present with the Lord." 

Some of you young friends may have been to Liver- 
pool on some school excursion, or on some other occasion. 
If you have been there, you may have noticed in the 
Mersey some vessels lying in the docks, and others going 
out, and others sailing or steaming in on the risen tide, 
and others lying at anchor away up the river, waiting to 
come into port. 
In this scene you have a picture of what is going on 
between this world and the spiTit-\\OT\d. \i ^om cwvjX.^ 
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stand on the boundary of these two worlds, you would 
see in this world the bodies of the dead lying in their graves, 
like vessels in the docks ; and in the other world you 
would see the spirits which dwelt in those bodies, either 
rejoicing in bliss or writhing in fiery woe. And as you 
stood on the boundary of these two worlds, you would 
daily see thousands of infant spirits, like vessels sailing out 
into the ocean of human life ; and as these went out, you 
would see thousands entering the harbour of the eternal 
world, who had returned from voyages to all parts of 
this world, some from Europe, some from Asia, some 
from Africa, some from America, and some from Aus- 
tralasia ; some that had been out for a few days' or weeks' 
trip, some that had been one, some two, some ten, some 
twenty, some thirty, and a few for a sixty-years' voyage. 
And as you looked into this world you would see many 
other souls in their sick bodies, like vessels anchored 
within sight of the port, ready and waiting to sail into 
port as soon as the tide of death should rise high enough 
to carry them into port. We are now, all of us, out on 
the sea of human life ; but in a few years, or months, or 
days, we shall all appear on the shores of the eternal 
world. Whenever we do, may we be in the possession 
of a soul -saving hope, and find anchorage and landing in 
the better country. 

Children, suppose you were standing with me on the 
Welsh coast; and that is a dangerous coast. It may be 
one of those rough-weather evenings, about the end of 
October or the beginning of November, and we may be 
standing on one of those high mountains near to Aberyst- 
with. A terrible tempest is raging across the Western 
Ocean, and pouring all its fury upoii the coast. The wind 
comes down in such terrible power that we can scarcely 
stand before it; the great clouds send do\^tv 'Cw^ x-aixxN.Ssv 



94 FOOTSTEPS ON LIFE'S PATHWAY. 

torrents; and the waves of the sea roll up in massive 
mountains, and roar like thunder as they dash upon the 
rocky coast. As we look across the tumultuous waters 
we catch glimpses of several vessels being tossed up. and 
down by the mighty waves. During the evening we see 
these vessels, one after another, by the irresistible winds 
and seas driven on to the coast, and all, except one, are 
thrown against the rugged rocks and broken into pieces,, 
and crews, and passengers, and cargoes, — all lost ! 

As the darkness closes the day, you exclaim, "This 
has been the most terrific and fearful scene I ever wit- 
nessed !" It has been a very fearful sight indeed; but 
now stand with me on the coast of the future world, and 
you shall witness a similar, but a more fearful scene. 
The mortalities of this world are in a tempest ; famine, 
pestilence, sword, epidemics, are throwing thousands of 
people on to the shores of the future and unseen world. 
Look, yonder comes a huge ship, rolling along on the 
foaming crest of the proud waves of time. I will look 
through my telescope and watch the fate of this vesseL 
I descry the name of this ship, as she is tossed up by the 
waves, it is ** The Beer-barrel." I see some of the crew 
and some of the passengers lying on the deck the same 
as if they were drunk, others are staggering about, and 
no one seems to be aware of their danger, and no one is 
doing anything to save the vessel from being wrecked. 
On she comes. She is being driven against the rocks. 
Hear that tremendous crash ! Do you hear the yells and 
bellowings of that drunken, perishing crew ? The ship 
is wrecked. All are washed away by the receding tide. 
All are lost. Sixty thousand drunkards drown every 
year on the coast of the eternal world ! 

Now a very large vessel is thrown into sight. A 
multitude of people are on board oi t\v\?> ^\^^.w\.\c vessel. 
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Neither the crew nor passengers seem to take any notice 
of their peril. One is sitting down counting his money ; 
another is examining his accounts ; another is putting 
money-bags into his pocket ; another is putting a cheque 
into his pocket-book; some are in groups talking 
anxiously about the markets ; and some are disputing 
about articles they are trying to deal in : the name of 
this vessel is " The Royal Mammon." On she is driven 
against the rugged rocks ; she is broken into splinters, 
and all are lost ! What ! is the driving tradesman lost ? 
is the shrewd merchant lost ? is the industrious farmer 
lost ? is the tidy, frugal housekeeper lost ? is the rich 
man lost ? is the covetous, poor man lost ? Yes, they 
are all lost ; they are all drowned in perdition ; they were 
all the friends of the world and the enemies of God, and 
the world has sunk them lower than the grave. 

Amidst the furious storm I see another tremendous 
vessel being drifted on the coast. There are thousands 
on board this vessel, but none seem to be sensible of 
their danger. Some are eating and drinking and 
feasting ; others are laughing and dancing ; others are 
jumping and running races ; and there are women on 
board this vessel, some of whom look rather questionable 
characters ; some of them are looking after beaus and 
husbands, and others are trying to entice simpletons to 
their abodes of wantonness and death. This vessel, I 
see, is called " The Pleasure Queen." See ! up she rises 
on that mountainous wave; now down she sinks. 
Hark, crash ! She is broken to bits on the bulging rocks. 
Alas, all are lost! They were all lovers of pleasures 
more than lovers of God. 

Yonder is another ship being driven towards the coast 
by the dreadful tempest. All hands on board this vessel 
seem to be aware of their peri\. KW ^x^ ^ncsOk^xs?^ 'Csnsns. 
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best to save the ship and their lives. This vessel is 
called " The Pharisee." Look, the sailofs are throvdng 
their anchor, made of self-righteousness, out of the 
vessel. Down it goes into the sea. It fastens. It holds 
the vessel — no, it does not — that great wave that dashed 
against the vessel, as soon as the anchor began to hold, 
broke it I Now it is being broken on the rocks and lost ! 
What ! are those self- righteous, self-exalting, self-lauding, 
long-praying, world-renowned almsgivers — those very 
strict religionists — are they lost ? Yes, they are all lost. 
Who, then, can be saved ? Not any one whose righteous- 
ness does not exceed the righteousness of the Scribes and 
Pharisees. 

Now I see another vessel being carried along like a 
straw on the irresistible billows. All on board appear to 
be afraid of perishing. Some are pulling with all their 
might at the ropes of prayer, others are crying and 
wringing their hands for fear of being lost ; but the 
conflicting elements heed not their prayers and shrieks. 
The merciless hurricane is throwing them on to the 
rocks of destruction. No earthly power can save them. 
Hark, I hear them crying, " We are lost ! We are lost ! 
What fools we have been ! We neglected to get our 
anchor mended when we did not want it, and now we 
want it, it is of no use. We hoped to get it mended 
sometime before we should want it, and through this 
vain, foolish hope, we are now in this fearful peril, and 
have no hope of being saved out of it. Oh ! we are on 
the rocks ! we are sinking ! we are lost !" Yes, they 
are lost : the vessel and all on board have disappeared. 
The name of that vessel, I noticed, was " The Time- 
enough-to-morrow." 

Out yonder, a good way from the coast, is another 
vessel, called " The Grace of God." K\\ \)cvxo\x^ \5cv^ 
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violent tempest, in which the other vessels have perished, 
her Christ-made anchor has held her immoveably sure 
and steadfast. The wrathful winds and waves have tried 
to wreck or move her in vain. The storm abates into a 
peaceful calm. Her anchor is taken up and she rides 
serenely into port. Her crew and passengers land on 
the shores of the heavenly country, where there are no 
storms, no night, no tears, no fears, no sickness, no pain, 
no death ; where the inhabitants live for ever in un- 
speakable joy and eternal glory — they land amidst the 
joyous cheers and greetings of thousands of dear and 
loving friends; and the King of the country Himself, 
gives them a perfect welcome to all the privileges and 
happiness of His glorious kingdom. 

Have you, my young friends, a good hope, through 
grace, of inheriting the heavenly promises of God ? If 
you have no heart-purifying grace, no life-sanctifying 
grace ; you have no hope upon which you can rely — no 
hope that will hold your soul sure and steadfast to God 
and heaven, amidst the perils of life and death ; for 
whosoever hath this true, real, soul-saving hope in him, 
purifieth himself even as Christ is pure. Grace is free. 
Seek it now, then you will be ready for your departure 
from this world to the next, let it be whenever it may. 
Come boldly, and come now to the throne of grace, that 
you may obtain mercy and find grace to help you in 
time of need. 




1^ 



THE OLD SWORD. 



" And the priesl laid. The dirord of Goliath the Philistine, whom tbon 
ileweitin the galley of EJah, behold, it is here wrapped in a cloth behind 
theephod: ifchou wilt calce that, take it, for there is none other sare that 
here. And Da<id said. There is none like that ; giie it me."— i Samuel 




O man ever had more enemies than 
David ; and no man ever fought 
more battles, and won more 
victories. But however brave 
David may have been, he could 
not have conquered his foes with- 
out weapons — his combatants 
luld soon have slain him, if he had not 
have met them armed with either sling and 
stone, or spear, or sword. You children may 
not have to fece so many military enemies 
as David had ; but if you live but a. short time in the 
world, you will have to fight as many spiritual enemies 
as he had. No foes may attempt to kill your bodies, but 
many and mighty foes will strive to the utmost to kill 
your souls. Your soul's life and happiness will be in 
danger as long as you are on Aiis side "iift ^XKi. ot the 
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heavenly Jerusalem. But don't be alarmed, for it is 
possible for you to conquer all your spiritual foes, as 
David conquered all his physical foes. But you, like 
David, cannot fight and conquer your foes without a 
sword. You remember reading of young David slaying 
the great Goliath in the valley of Elah. David threw a 
stone at him with a sling, which caught the giant in the 
forehead, and felled him to the ground ; when he fell, David 
ran' to him, drew his sword, and with it cut off the 
giant's head ; and when the priest mentioned this sword, 
David knew that it was a very good one, because he had 
used it, and he readily answered the priest, " There is 
none like it ; give it me." So my young fellow- soldiers, 
I know, from use and trial, that there is no sword like 
the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God ; no 
sword like this with which to fight the good fight and 
win eternal life. 

If you will read the chapter in which our text occurs, 
and the one preceding it, you will see that David was in 
very difficult and dangerous circumstances. King Saul 
had commanded a number of his soldiers to kill David. 
The soldiers, ascertaining that David was at home, came 
to his house, surrounded it, and made sure that they 
should effect his death. David's faithful wife hearing 
that the soldiers had come to arrest and murder her 
Jitisbapd, effected his escape in the darkness of the night. 
Knowing that the doors of the house were closely 
watched by the soldiers, his wife managed to let him 
down through a window, and thus he escaped the wake- 
6il eyes and murderous hands of the soldiers. He ran 
from his own house to the house of God, and there he 
found shelter, refreshment, and a sword to fight with. 
You, my young friends, are pursued and surrounded by 
thousands of spiritual foes, vfVio 2lx^ ^^^L^rcKcafc^^ '^ 
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possible, to murder your souls ; you cannot escape from 
them, as David escaped from his, in the instance to 
which we have referred, you must face them, and fight 
and conquer them, or die an ignominious death. Well, 
your kind Sabbath School teachers, ministers, and 
parents are putting into your hands the two-edged sword 
of the Spirit, with which you can cut down, defeat, and 
route all the enemies of your precious souls. 

Have you read Bunyan's " Pilgrim^s Progress".^ If you 
have not, you cannot do better than to read it. You, 
who have read it, may remember Christian going into 
the Armoury " of the Palace Beautiftil," and there 
he was equipped with "sword, shield, helmet, breast- 
plate, all-prayer, and shoes that would not wear out." 
Christian left the Armoury, and went on his journey, 
and came to the valley of " Humiliation," and there that 
" foul fiend " met him, whose name was " ApoUyon." 
This " foul fiend," by fine promises and terrible threat- 
enings, tried to persuade Christian to turn back to the 
city of " Destruction," from whence he had come. 
When Apollyon found that he could not induce Christian 
to return, he flew into a desperate "rage," and poured a 
shower of " darts, as thick as hail," upon Christian ; and 
though Christian did his best with his shield to ward off 
the darts, yet the darts " wounded him in his head, his 
hands, and feet." Apollyon knocked Christian down, 
and as he fell his sword flew out of his hand. The 
" fiend " now thought that he had the advantage over 
Christian ; so he ran to him, and lifted his big club, and 
was about to give him the killing blow, when Christian 
nimbly reached out his hand, laid hold of his sword, and 
before Apollyon could hit him, he gave him such "a 
deadly thrust, which made him give back as one that had 
received his mortal wound." By tiv^att " deaidlY thrust," 
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Christian vanquished the ''foul fiend," and won the 
victory. This is an imaginary description of a real fight ; 
a fight which Bunyan had with the adversary of his soul, 
as ypu may read in his life ; a fight which Christ had 
with the tempter in the wilderness ; a fight which all 
Christians have had with the enemy of their souls, one 
time or another ; and a fight which you will have with 
the great adversary, if you live a real Christian life. 
Young soldiers of Jesus, go into the sixth chapter of St. 
PauPs Epistle to the Ephesians, and equip yourselves 
with Christian armour and weapons ; and then, like good 
soldiers of Jesus Christ, go forth with dauntless courage 
and fight and vanquish the great Apollyon. 

This world is full of the enemies of righteousness, 
and while you have to fight against them for your own 
life and salvation, as soldiers of the cross, you will be 
required to fight against these enemies, for the sake of 
the life and salvation of your relations, friends, neigh- 
bours, and all mankind. I have told you how David's wife 
contrived to save his life by letting him down through a 
window, and thus eluding those who were seeking to 
kill him. She was a good and a noble wife. But who 
would not, if they could, save a husband, or a wife, or a 
child, or a parent, or a brother, or a sister, from those 
who may be seeking to murder them ? And who would 
not, if they could, save a husband or any relative or 
friend^s soul from being murdered by the devil and his 
angels ? If you knew tha,t a gang of robbers had been 
prowling about the country, and breaking into houses 
and not only robbing them, but also murdering the 
femilies; and if you saw a gang of them surrounding 
your father's house, seeking to get into it, to rob it, to 
kill your father and mother, brothers and sisters, would 
you not get all the assistance you ^o^'sX^CiV^ c<^\i\^^ -^^^n.^ 
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attack them, and either drive or kill them, and save the 
lives of your parents, sisters, and brothers ? " Yes, we 
would," you say. Well, just look around you, and see 
how drunkenness, and gluttony, and lewdness, and pride, 
and other villains, have broken into thousands of homes, 
and have robbed parents and children of their temper- 
ance, chastity, virtue, peace, rest, comfort, character, have 
murdered them, and thrown their bodies into their 
graves and their souls into hell ! These foul fiends are 
skulking around your home, and are trying to spy out 
an opportunity to get into it, to plunder and destroy it. 
Will you not lay hold of the glorious old sword of the 
Spirit, and fight and conquer these eneniies ? Will you 
not try and save your parents, and brothers and sisters, 
from heart-breaking vices and soul-destroying sins ? 
Shame on you if you will not. But you will ; then 
take this sword to do it with, for there is none like it. 
If you saw a foreign enemy invading our country, to 
plunder and destroy it ; to rob us of our wealth and 
liberty ; to make us a nation of poor, miserable, abject 
slaves ; would you not join the British army, and fight 
back the invading foe, and save your country from being 
degraded and destroyed ? " Yes, with all our hearts," 
you reply. I believe you would. Well, a vast army of 
Roman Jesuits, and another of German and French 
sceptics, have lately invaded our country, and they have 
intrenched themselves in the press, the pulpit, and in 
the senate of our land. What do they mean ? Why 
they mean to delude, degrade, poison, curse, and kill the 
Gospel faith and immortal souls of the people of England. 
Boys, girls, will you not rise with indomitable courage, 
and wield the sword of the Spirit, and drive those armies 
of the aliens from your native isle ? You will, then, 
take this swordj for there is none \Vke \t, m\N\ ^\v\Ocv \g 
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fight and conquer sceptics, infidels, atheists, papists, and 
all the other enemies of the cross of Christ. 

Let me say a word to you about the battle of the 
Protestant Reformation in Europe, which was begun in 
the sixteenth century, and has been going on since, and 
is raging to-day. Those Protestants, which have been 
most victorious in this great war, are those who have 
used no other weapon than the sword of the Spirit. As 
David found the sword of Goliath, or the priest found it 
for him, hid behind the priests' clothes, in some secret 
place in the tabernacle ; so Luther found a copy of the 
Latin Bible, lying in a neglected state on one of the 
shelves in his monastry at Erfurth ; and as David girt 
himself with Goliath's sword and went forth to do 
battle with his enemies, so Luther brushed the dust off 
the Bible; he read it, he translated it, he preached it 
with a trumpet voice ; he proclaimed liberty to captive 
and priest-ridden Europe. 

With no other weapon than the sword of the Spirit, 
Luther cut down old Tetzel, the Pope's indulgence- 
hawker ; with it he encountered and defeated several of the 
Pope's wily and savage legates ; and in a grand pitch- 
battle at Worms, Luther, single-handed, fought, I don't 
know how many electors, dukes, archbishops, landgraves, 
marquises, bishops, barons, lords, and all their retinue, 
with the Emperor of Germany at the head of them, and 
with the sword of the Lord he discomfited them all, 
and triumphed over them gloriously. 

In Switzerland, in Holland, in England, and in other 
European countries, the Protestant Reformers, with this 
blessed old sword, cut down licentious indulgences, 
nasty confessionals, hosts of legends, lying wonders, 
canonised saints, and put their ghastly ol<i\icyc\s^ <5>NiX<^\ 
sight; they cut into shreds the WWs oi. ^o^^'s* -axv^ "^^^ 
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decrees of Papal councils ; they threw transubstantiation 
to the winds and extinguished the fires of purgatory; 
and bachelor priests, that were the patrons of bad 
women, they converted into decent and respectable 
husbands. My young friends, to fight and vanquish 
deception, intrigue, priest-craft, king-craft, state-craft, 
political oppressions, social abominations, vices, miseries 
of all sorts, there is no weapon so effectual as the Word 
of God. 

If you had in your possession the old sword of Goliath 
— ^for it now would be an old sword — ^how you would 
examine it, and talk about it, and prize it as a relic of 
ancient warfare. But if you have not the old sword of 
Goliath, you have the older and better sword of the Lord 
— the Bible. I hope you will examine it well and duly 
prize it ; for it is of more value than all the gold of the 
Indies. The Bible is the oldest book in the world ; it is 
almost as old as Adam, for it was put into his hand in 
the garden of Eden, as soon as he became a sinner. The 
seed of the woman shall bruise the serpent's head is the 
substance of the whole Bible. The sword of the Lord is 
the weapon with which all good men have fought the sins 
which have so easily beset them, and the enemies which 
have so fiercely assailed them. This glorious old sword 
is not gone out of use, nor will it as long as the world 
stands. It is used more to-day than it ever was. To- 
day the Bible is wider circulated and more extensively 
read and studied than it ever has been since it has been 
a book. In all parts of the world great victories are 
being won by the Bible over ignorance, superstition, 
idolatry, and wickedness. Those people who will not 
read and believe the Bible are the slaves of their vile 
lusts and passions, and are being led captive by the devil 
at his will to destruction. Those ii3A\oiv^ ^\v\Ocv\vaN^TkSi\. 
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had, and yet are without the Bible, are degraded and 
oppressed, cursed with ignorance, superstition, tyranny, 
and cruelty. The nations of Europe, before they had 
the Bible, were the miserable vassals of priestly and 
monarchical despotism. And, mind you, young soldiers, 
that only by this sword can you defend and keep those 
great and invaluable blessings, and privileges, and liber- 
ties, which your fathers, by this sword, won for them- 
selves and for you. Then hold it fast; never give up 
the Bible. With it nobly and heroically defend and 
maintain your blood-bought heritage. 

There are many books in the world, but there is none 
like the dear old precious Bible. Many old swords and 
weapons of warfare have been superseded by newer and 
better inventions ; but the old sword of the Spirit has 
not nor never will be superseded by a newer and better 
invention. If the Bible had been a human invention, or 
a man-made book, then, I am sure, that men would have 
invented and made a better before to-day ; for there is 
scarcely one man-made thing that is either ancient of 
modern, but what has been improved or superseded by a 
newer and better invention. But who has ever im- 
proved the Bible ? or written a book superior to it, or 
one equal to it ? The Bible is the Book of God, and, 
therefore, it cannot be amended or improved by men. 
Before any man, or any number of men, could write a 
book to equal the Bible in knowledge and wisdom, in 
moral and spiritual excellence, he, or they, must become 
as wise, as just, as good, and as merciful as God. When 
will that be ? Never ! The reason why the wisest and 
best of men that have lived have not written a book that 
has approached the Bible in wisdom, truth, justice, love, 
is, because they cannot exceed their owtx ^cr«^\'5s — -\s\ax^ 
cannot do what his Creator alone c^.n do. ^o xaaxv ^"^sv 
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fly with the eagle, or run with the horse, or bear burdens 
with the camel, or write or speak a book like the Bible, 
for the simple reason that he is not able to do so. The 
sneers and carpings of sceptics and infidels at the Bible 
are like the fox in the fable sneering at the grapes he 
could not reach; or like King Saul envying David, 
because David was a better man than himself, and better 
liked by the common-sense people. There is no book 
in existence that is so true, so pure, and so benevolent as 
the Bible. Judge of it by its fruits. The Bible has pro- 
duced the noblest, the most self-denying, and the most 
useful lives and characters that have ever graced the 
human race and blessed the world. 

Where are lives to be found so benevolent, and blessed, 
and blessing, as the lives of the apostles and modern 
missionaries of the Gospel ? Who can point to greater 
benefactors of mankind than the Howards, Wilberforces, 
and Clarksons ? Where is poetry so sublime as Milton^s ? 
or political oratory more noble and generous than John 
Bright^s ? The Bible has been the teacher, inspirer, and 
guide of each. The greatness to which England has 
prospered, and the happiness she enjoys, our noble Queen 
justly and truly attributes to the Bible. My young 
friends, if you will read, study, believe, and practice the doc- 
trines, promises, precepts, and pious examples of the Bible, 
you will become the excellent of the earth. The Bible 
will enable you to conquer all that is mean, and selfish, 
and vicious, and devilish, and to win immortal honour 
and glory. Then, for the sake of all that is true, and 
right, and precious, and holy, and free, and blessed, hold 
fast the Bible. Children, because we love you, and wish 
you to conquer all your enemies, and to win the great 
battle of life, we put into your hand this glorious old 
sword, for there is none like it. 



f^' 



THE VICTOR'S CROWN. 



" Now thejr do it to obuin a corruptlbk i 
ruptibk." — I Corinthians ii. *;, 



^H"EN Jesus preached to the Jews, He 
spoke to them about sowing and 
reaping ; about vineyards and 
sheepfolds ; about buying and 
selling, because the people were 
familiar with such e very-day 
things. And when Paul 
.he Gospel to the Cor- 
; spoke to them about run- 
ning, wresiliog, and fighting, becaus«: the 
Corinthians were well acquainted with 
those games. And why did Jesus and Paul speak of 
such common things when they preached the Gospel to 
the people ? They used these things of their outward 
and visible life, to illustrate and to enable the people to 
see and understand the things of their inner and in- 
visible life. Jesus taught the psople by His parables that 
if they exerted themselves to live a pure and holy life, as 
they did to live a physical and social life, that they would 
gain as great and as precious spirituiV b\e?&\T\^% ^^ '5w«^^ 
did temporal blessings. And Pau\, a. ■wX's.e Ve.^s^e,T .,\-^*.^ 
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his Divine Master, refers the Corinthians to what are 
called the Isthmian games, and tells them that if they 
exerted themselves as much in the service of Christ as 
they had done in their athletic competitions, without fail, 
they would win a more glorious crown than was ever won 
at any Grecian contest — they would win an incorruptible 
crown. 

A crown was one of the prizes to be won at the 
Grecian games ; and a crown, children, is promised to us^ 
to encourage us to pursue a life of self-denial, devotion 
to God, and faithful perseverance in well-doing. 

In the beginning of this century, after the war with 
the French, many of the French soldiers were prisoners 
in this country. I have heard some old people talk about 
them. One of the French officers, as he was on his 
parole at Reading, had a Bible given him ; he read it, and 
it convinced him of the folly of his sceptical opinions and 
of the truth of Christianity. On one occasion, when his 
ungodly comrades were teasing and taunting him for 
becoming so good and religious, he vindicated his 
religious conduct, by saying, " I have done no more than 
my old school-fellow, Bernadotte, who has become a 
Lutheran." 

" Yes," answered his associates ; " but he became so to 
obtain a crown." 

"My motive," replied the officer, " is the same; we 
only differ as to the place. The object of Bernadotte 
is to obtain a crown in Sweden ; mine is to obtain a 
crown in heaven." 

Alas, what have men done to obtain a crown on earth } 

They have had recourse to bribery, to murder, to war ; 

they have shed hogsheads of human blood, and sacrificed 

thousands of precious lives, to obtain a perishable crown. 

But you cannot gain a crown m \ve2cv^w \i^ •a.xs.-^ vrton^ 
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means ; you can only obtain one by doing right and 
continuing to do right. By faith in Christ ; by love to 
God and His people ; by frequent meditations on the 
Word of God and frequent addresses at the throne of 
grace ; by the mortification of all " fleshy lusts which 
war against the soul," you can only obtain " a crown 
in heaven." But, blessed truth, there is not any boy 
or girl among you, or any of your parents, but what may 
obtain, by faith in the Son of God, " a crown in heaven." 
Some young friend may be ready to ask " What sort 
of a crown is it that we can win ? " You may be sure 
that it is a very good one — it is, indeed, a crown of glory. 
The text says it is an " incorruptible " crown. Do you 
know what " incorruptible " means ? It means that this 
crown of glory will never lose its brightness, its un- 
speakable radiance. The crown which was won at the 
Grecian games soon lost its lustre. It was only a gar- 
land of wild olive, and that would lose its brightness 
on the first day it was worn by its winner. But the 
crown, won by those who fight the good fight, is an 
incorruptible crown ; or, as Peter calls it, "a crown of 
glory that fadeth not away." The honours and glories 
of heaven are eternal, that is what is meant by the in- 
corruptible crown. As an old preacher most eloquently 
exclaims, " O, the transcendency of that paradise of 
pleasure, where is joy without heaviness or interruption ; 
peace without perturbation ; blessedness without misery ; 
light without darkness ; health without sickness ; beauty 
without blemish ; abundance without want ; ease with- 
out labour ; satiety without loathing ; liberty without 
restraint ; security without fear ; glory without igno- 
miny ; knowledge without ignorance ; eyes without tears ; 
hearts without sorrow ; souls without sin ; where there 
shall be no evil heard to affright tYvexcv, wox ^o<^^ ^-as^^^ 
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to cheer and comfort them ; they shall have what good 
they desire, and desire nothing but what is good ; [God's] 
promises shall end in performances ; their faith in sight 
and clear vision ; hope in fruition and possession ; yea, 
time itself shall be swallowed up in an eternity of 
bliss." 

Is not that a grand and glorious crown ? Would you 
not like to have such a crown always shining upon your 
head ? Your smiling faces answer " Yes." But I have 
not told you all about it yet. This heavenly crown will 
not give your head any pain or trouble to wear it. The 
crowns worn on earth have filled their wearers with 
painful cares and anxieties. Constantine the Great, who 
was one of the Emperors of Rome, said, " His life was 
something more honourable than that of a shepherd's, but 
much more troublesome." But the crowned life of the 
redeemed in heaven will be far more honourable than the 
life of any crowned potentate on earth ; and at the same 
time will be freer from trouble than the life of any shep- 
herd's ever was. 

Dionysius, speaking, of the miserable life of earthly 
kings, said, "It was like that of condemned persons, who 
-every moment expected death." But those saintly kings 
who shall reign with the Lord Jesus in heaven shall be 
free from the fear of death ; they will not fear losing 
their lives by murder, or any other evil ; they can die 
no more, for they are equal to the angels of God in im- 
mortality and duration of life. 

Antigonus exclaimed, " O, crown, if men knew how 
fiill thou art of cares and dangers, no man would take 
thee up though he should find thee in the street." But 
as high as the heaven is above the earth, so high are the 
crowned heads of heaven above all cares and dangers. 
The kings of heaven are above and "be^owd X^aa x^ada. of 
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care, pain, sorrow, tumult, war, opposition, and all other 
evils, and so shall they ever be with the Lord. 

What a magnificent world heaven must be — ^it is a 
glorious kingdom. It is a kingdom fiill of kings ; each 
inhabitant wears a bright shining crown. If all the 
sovereigns that are living, and all that have lived on the 
earth — the kings of Egypt, Judea, Babylon, Assyria, 
Persia, India, Greece, Rome, Germany, France, Spain, 
England, and all other countries — if they were brought 
together into a splendid palace, with their radiant crowns 
shining on their heads ; crowns studded with glit- 
tering pearls, adorned with their superb royal robes and 
regalias, what an imposing and awe-impressing appearance 
they would present ! But if you go to heaven, you will 
see more kings there than those, and their crowns will 
shine brighter and their robes glisten more resplendently. 
You are fond of seeing splendid sights. Many people 
have travelled many miles to see the Queen of England ; 
and many people lately have gone long journeys to see 
the King of Persia. Well, would you not like to go to 
heaven to see King Jesus ? and to see all the kings He 
has made and crowned ? to see them wearing their 
dazzling golden crowns — crowns fairer than the moon 
and brighter than the sun at noon-day ? 

But there is another question, Would you not like to 
go to heaven to receive a crown, and to be made a king 
yourself? "Yes," is your answer. If you would, then^ 
you must now give God your heart, and He will give 
you His kingdom of glory. With all your heart you 
must now believe on the Lord Jesus your Saviour, and 
He will give you grace which will make you His soldier, 
and will enable you to continue His faithful soldier unto 
death, and then He will reward your fidelity and uncon- 
querable bravery with a ctoyjh oi Y\ifc. \ 'Vv^'^^^ ^c^i^i^^ 
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see you in heaven ; if I do, I shall see you wearing your 
crown of endless glory. You will look better then, and 
be happier than you are now. Jesus has a crown for 
every holy and faithful Christian. He has a crown for 
your head, my dear child, and one for each of your 
brothers and sisters. Will you not help them to win 
their crowns ? Will you not pray for them, and 
encourage them in the midst of dangers, and perils, and 
foes, to endure hardness as good soldiers of Jesus Christ, 
to fight on and win their never-fading crowns, to conquer 
every enemy of their salvation through the blood of 
the Lamb ? 

My dear children, make sure of God's grace, and then 
you will be sure of His eternal glory ; His valour-inspiring 
and strength-giving grace will make you heroes, con- 
querors, and winners of the incorruptible crown. But be 
not so wholly engaged with your own self-interest and 
glory, as to forget to adore and praise God for His mar- 
vellous, rich, free, abundant, all-powerful grace, by 
which He " raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and 
lifteth up the beggar from the dunghill, to set him 
among princes, and to make him to inherit the throne of 
His glory." 

Now unto Jesus, who will enable you to push down 
and tread down all foes that shall rise up to oppMDse your 
salvation ; who will give you courage and might to go forth 
from conquering and to conquer, until He gives you the 
promised crown ; to Him be glory and majesty, dominion 
and power, both now and throughout all ages. Amen. 




